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INTRODUCTION 


When spiritual babes, children or women become our 
leaders and bishops, then our case is serious indeed. A 
backslidden generation or people are known by such 
characteristics as God declared concerning Israel; “As 
for my people, children are their oppressors, and 
women rule over them. My people, those who lead you 
cause you to err, and destroy the way of your paths.” 
Isaiah 3:12 

These spiritual babes and women always make us feed 
on 'processed foods' and 'spiritual candies' which even 
lead to 'tooth decay', such that we can't even take a bite 
on the meat of the word. For how long will we continue 
to feed on spiritual garbage and at best always have a 
feeding bottle in our mouth? 

There is really a need for deep rooted repentance in our 
generation. If not, how can we call businessmen 
revivalist? Who deceived us to sit by the strange fires of 
dead devotion; “Behold, all you who kindle a fire, who 
gird yourselves about with firebrands; walk you in the 
flame of your fire, and among the brands that you have 
kindled. This shall you have of my hand; you shall lie 
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down in sorrow.” Isaiah 50:11 


Our generation indeed needs serious spiritual 'surgery' 
and not smooth talk. So, in the times of darkness, when 
there is so much deception such that a lot of professing 
believers are given 'spiritual lullabies' to put them to 
sleep and dream that God will overlook their sins, there 
should be the resounding call of Paul to us to awake to 
righteousness and not to sin. 
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SIGNS OF A BACKSLIDDEN 
\ GENERATION 


There is not a shadow of doubt in my spirit that this 
generation is largely a backslidden one. For what so 
many people have as Christianity now is not even close 
to be called so. Even the very basics of the Christian 
faith are yet to be grasped. Paul in his letter to the 
Hebrews challenged the believers of his day to leave 
the elementary principles of the faith and move on to 
perfection; 

"Tfierefore feavin^ the doctrine of the frst principfes 
of Christ, fet us press on to perfection--not hyinj 
ojain a foundation of repentance from deadworh^, of 
faith toward Gjod, of the teaching of baptisms, of 
faying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, andof 



I believe if Paul had been in this generation he would 
have rather called us to get the fundamentals right 
before we even talk of moving on to maturity. Ask 
yourself how many believers are able to grasp the 
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teachings of Jesus Christ? If we had grasped it, then 
Christianity wouldn't have been what it is today. I am 
therefore grateful to God He is in this end-time opening 
our eyes to the real state of the church. This, I believe 
will precipitate repentance thereby saving many from 
damnation. 

It does not really matter the accomplishments of people 
these days. If they work iniquity it simply means heaven 
does not know them. Why do we think even the 
psalmist in his days prayed the following prayer; 

"OfO cherished sin in my heart, the Lord wouldn't 

have listened"IPsafm hhriS 

So far as one creates room for even one sin in his or her 
heart and does not repent of it, the Lord will not listen to 
him or her. There are so many people who are 
engaging in dubious deals and lies and yet claim to be 
praying to God. They claim their prayers are always 
being answered but, I wonder who really answers such 
prayers even in the face of the above mentioned 
scripture and the one below; 
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"'Bufyour mcjoiifm’ fiave separatedbetweenyou 
andyour Gjod, andy our sins have hidden his face 
fromyou, so that he wiffnot hear." Osaiah^^iZ 


Could it be that Satan is answering some people's 
prayers? The only thing Satan cannot give is a pure life 
and right standing with God. He can answer all the 
fleshy prayers being made today so far as he knows he 
can keep people in deception. For this reason some 
unrighteous preachers have gotten what they want in 
order to carry out their fleshy projects and still think they 
are right with God. We better learn from the church of 
the Laodiceans. Upon all they had, Christ was not in 
their church as the scripture below depicts; 

"Behold, 9 standat the door andh^ocf 9f anyone 
hears my mice andopens the door, then 9 willcome in 
to him, and wiff dine with him, and he with me." 
1^vefation^;ZO 


If these preachers really believe it is God who answers 
their prayers, why do they resort to so many means and 
strategies just to raise money for their projects. For 
example, they have to sometimes invite certain 
preachers (who are now idols) into their church 
knowing very well such preachers will pull a large 
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crowd and consequently lead to an increase in money 
being raised. If they really believe in God, then they 
should follow the biblical formula of obedience, prayer 
and waiting on God to answer and provide in His own 
time. They should just tell their congregants the needs 
of the ministry and allow them to be led to give 
whatever amount the Lord lays upon their hearts. Bible 
does not teach us to live in disobedience and still 
expect God to answer us. This was the teaching of 
Jesus; 


"Of^ovt remain in me, andm^ words remain in^oa, 
you wdfas(^wfiatever]jou desire, anditwidhe done for 
you. "Oohni^iJ 


From the above scripture we notice, we have to first of 
all abide in the word of God and the word must also 
abide in us. Afterwards when we ask anything, it is still 
left to the discretion of God to give to us what we have 
prayed for in His own time. The truth however is, no true 
disciple of Christ will be asking for earthly things just to 
spend prodigally. They ask according to the will of God. 
The will of God is to seek first the kingdom of God and 
its righteousness and anything we need for survival on 
this earth will be added unto us; 
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'''Eutseelifmt(jod‘s 'Kingdom, andri^ftteousness; 
andaffthese things wdfhejiven to j/ow as wed." 
Jvfatthewh;^^ 


One will therefore ask, how do we pray having the 
kingdom of God on top of our priority list? To such, I 
define the kingdom of God according to scripture to be 
first of all an immaterial thing as advocated by Paul in 
Romans 14:17. 


In view of this, does our prayer list go to uplift 
righteousness, bring true peace into the souls of men or 
bring joy into their souls? Even Christ told His 
disciples,(until the time He was speaking to them) they 
had not asked anything in His name. He however 
entreated them to ask, seek and knock and they will 
receive answers to their request. He consequently 
gave them a clue as to what they were to ask; 


we 


or 


‘’‘"TiJhkh ofyou fathers, if^ourson ashsfor bread, wdf 
jive him a stone ? Or if he ash^ for a fish, he won 'tjh 
himasnafeinsteadofafish, widhe? Orifheash^fo 
an ejj, he won't jive him a scorpion, widhe? Ofjovt 
then, heinj evd, hpow how tojive joodjifts to jour 
children, how much more wid jour heavenfj ’T-ather 
jive the Tdohj Spirit to those who asf him?" 
dufeiidi-i^ 
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This goes to buttress what I wrote earlier about the 
need to seek the kingdom first. The spirit of Christ is the 
kingdom of God. 


''"EiAtifO ^ tfte Spirit of Qodcast out demons, den 
tfte 'Kingdom of Gjod fias come upon ^ou." 
JAattfiewIZ'ZS 


All that is in the kingdom is righteousness, peace and 
joy. The writer of Uohn also knew this truth and thus 
directed his recipients as to what they were to ask for; 


"dftis is tfie boldness wfiicft we have towardhim, that, 
if we asfan^thin^ according to his wiff, he listens to us. 
Andif we fnow that he listens to us, whatever we ash, 
we hytow that we have the petitions which we have 
ashedof him. 9fanyone sees his brother sinning a sin 
not leading to death, he shallash a^dCjodwillgh 
him life for those who sin not leading to death. "There h 
leading to death. Odontsag thatheshouldmah 
'c^uestconcerning this. "'(9ohn^;'(4~il> 


we 


IS 


asm 


are, 


Why then are so many folks' prayers these days just 
earthly? Do we think God is not aware of what we 
need? Haven't we been informed, our father is fully 
aware of whatever we need in accordance with 
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Matthew 6:32? 

The reason why most people are chasing after physical 
breakthroughs instead of waiting for them to be added 
unto them (according to God's own discretion and 
timing) is, they are not in the kingdom neither are they 
of it. Bible calls them the enemies of the cross; 

"^or man^ waf((^ ofwftom 9 tofd^ou often, an/now 
teff^ou even weeping, as tfie enemies of the cross of 
Christ, whose endis destruction, whose^odis the hefhj, 
and whose jfor^ is in their shame, who thinf about 
earthhj things. "'Phifippians^.-iS-i^ 

These enemies of the cross think they have to use the 
gospel to make money. The Bible makes it clear, they 
are simply bankrupt of the truth. It does not matter how 
they preach and jump around with all seriousness. The 
word concerning them still stands; 

"constant friction of peopfe of corrupt minds and 
destitute of the truth, who suppose thatgodliness is a 
HJithdraw^ourseff from such." 

You even hear some suggesting that, we need money 
in order to be happy in this life. Let me however make it 


means of^ain. 
{Timothy 
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plain at this juncture that, money may indeed bring you 
happiness and entertainment but certainly not 
righteousness, peace and joy (which is only the product 
of the Holy Spirit). True disciples therefore seek after 
righteousness, peace and joy. In these dark times they 
rather cry for an in filling of the Holy Spirit. There is 
nowhere in scripture which suggests, material 
possessions help us to live better and glorified lives. 
These charlatan turned preachers tell their 
congregants that John 10:10 means we are to live in 
luxury, in order to make our joy full. I see this as heresy 
as scriptures nowhere suggest abundant material 
possessions bring joy. Have we forgotten what Jesus 
Himself emphatically declared in the following scripture 
with regard to this subject matter?; 

said to them, "'Beware! %eep ^ootrsefves from 
covetousness, for a mans fife doesn't consist of the 
abundance of the things which he possesses." 
dufeilsi^ 

John Piper in his book A Hunger for God, makes us to 
understand that most often it is the seemingly good 
things or blessings which hinders our hunger for God. 
He had the following to say in this regard; “The greatest 
enemy of hunger for God is not poison but apple pie. It 
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is not the banquet of the wicked that dulls our appetite 
for heaven, but endless nibbling at the table of the 
world. It is not the X-rated video, but the prime-time 
dribble of triviality we drink in every night. For all the ill 
that Satan can do, when God describes what keeps us 
from the banquet table of his love, it is a piece of land, a 
yoke of oxen, and a wife (Luke 14:18-20). The greatest 
adversary of love to God is not his enemies but his gifts. 
And the most deadly appetites are not for the poison of 
evil, but for the simple pleasures of earth. For when 
these replace an appetite for God himself, the idolatry is 
scarcely recognizable, and almost incurable”.Even the 
writer of Uohn never suggested material possessions 
bring fullness of joy but on the contrary, taught the 
following as being a catalyst for the fulfilment of 
Christian joy; 

"tfidwkcft we fiamseen md^eardm declare foyou, 
that you also may lam fellowslili with us. ^es, and 
our feffowsli^ is with tie Waller, andwill lis Son, 

Oesus Clrisi And we write tlese tlinys to you, tlat 
ourjoy may le fuffiffed dlis is tie messaye wlicl we 
lam leardfrom lim andmnounce to you, tlat Qod 
islylt, andin lim is no darkness at all Ofwesay tlat 
we lave fellowslili witl lim andmflin tie darlpess, 
we fie, and{on 'ttefltle trutl. "lOoln 
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The psalmist in his days understood this even more 
than so many of us who are supposed to be living in a 
more glorified dispensation. He had this to say as 
touching the subject matter in view; 


"’you wiffsfiow me tfie patfi of fife. Onyour presence is 
fuffness ofjoy. On your riyfit fund(fere are pleasures 
forevermore. "IPsafmiB'.'ii 


How do we understand the presence of the Lord to 
mean in this our dispensation? Is it not the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit and fellowship with spirit 
filled (led) brethren? The right hand of God signifies the 
glory of the Lord. It is this glory which brings about 
pleasure continuously. 

In the face of these scriptures, many individuals are not 
in touch with the risen Lord. They should not forget, a 
man could preach the word of God and at the end of the 
day still find himself languishing in the lake of fire. We 
should then subdue the fleshy desires in our hearts for 
material gain or possessions and allow the Spirit to 
reign in our life. This will bring about true righteousness, 
peace (which the Lord gives and not as the world gives) 
and joy. 
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From what we have learned so far, we recognize, the 
kingdom of God is not what many think it is. This 
accounts for the reason why our generation can be said 
to be one which largely does not know the risen Lord. I 
will further endeavour to lay bare, truth which will drive 
home the fact that our generation needs emergency 
spiritual 'surgery'. 

When spiritual babes, children or women become our 
leaders and bishops, then our case is serious indeed. A 
backslidden generation or people are known by such 
characteristics as God declared concerning Israel; 

"As for my peopfe, cftifdren an tfteir oppressors, and 

r 



Let me start with who a spiritual babe is. According to 
the scriptures, a spiritual babe is someone who is not 
skilled in the word of righteousness; 
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If one is not therefore skilled in the word of 
righteousness, how then can he differentiate between 
what is right and wrong. These days when you call 
certain things impure, there are even professing 
believers and teachers who will see nothing wrong with 
it. They will rather label you to be ignorant or colloquial. 
The truth is, they don't have developed teeth to 
consume meat. They are still feeding on milk which 
makes them vulnerable to the deceptive ways of the 
devil. It is only babes who are not discerning. They 
grasp whatever they can find and consume. Some 
preachers walk into bookshops and grab materials of 
false prophets, carefully digest them and go to church 
to in turn poison their congregation with such 'garbage'. 
In certainty such professors are just spiritual babes, for 
they cannot go to God for fresh water and food 
(messages) for their congregation. This is so because 
they cannot hear God or even understand Him. So 
then, they always live on processed foods and 'spiritual 
candies' which even lead to 'tooth decay'. 

Babes are those professing believers and preachers 
who live according to the flesh. Due to this, they can 
hardly live holy lives as they are weighed down with sin. 
By the way, what we do based on our choices 
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determine whether we are babes or not. 

Let us now move on to who spiritual children are. 
According to the scriptures, spiritual children are those 
who have been washed clean of their sins. Thus, those 
who have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
scripture below attests to this truth; 

"0 write to you, fittfe cfiifdnn, iaecause your sins are 
foryivenyou for kis name 'ssafe. "iOokn ZiZ 

If one is therefore washed of his sin, then he is qualified 
to be a partaker of the kingdom of God. There was even 
a time in the life of the disciples when Christ called them 
children as in line with John 13:33. 

Though they walked with Him for some time. He still 
saw them as children. This is simply because they were 
his followers and as such had the benefit of being 
partakers of His kingdom. He once told them, it was 
given to them to know the things which pertained to the 
kingdom of heaven(Matthew 13:11). 

At this point let's look at the spiritual youth. In line with 
Biblical definition, a spiritual youth is the one who has 
the word of God firmly rooted in him to the extent that. 
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the enemy is not able to outwit him with his devices. 
Thus, they are not ignorant of the devices of the evil 
one; 


"0 ftave written foyou, fatfters, becauseyou ^now ftim 
who is from the heyinniny. 0 have written to you, 
youny men, because you are strony, and the word of 


Gjodremains myou 
one. "iOohnZii^ 


u, andyou have 


overcome 


the evif 


From the above scripture, youths are strong such that 
they are able to overcome the enemy. Let us recognize, 
the weapons the enemy uses against believers and 
some preachers are the things of the world. If anyone is 
overcome by lusts in one way or the other, then he or 
she is not even a spiritual youth not to talk of a 'father'. 
There are many leaders and general overseers who 
fight and grapple over the things of the world. For some 
it is the love of the things of the world. To others, it is 
love for positions. There are also those who are so 
consumed with the craze for titles and accolades, they 
never want to concentrate on what God has called them 
to do, but pursue academic titles just to impress men. If 
God is not leading one to go for such further studies and 
the person pursues it just to get a category of people 
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into his congregation, then the pride of life has popped 
up its ugly head in that fellows life. I am not implying 
higher education is bad, only let us not allow the craze 
for them to become idols in our lives. We should rather 
make sure such pursuits are in the will of God. If these 
have so consumed us, then we are not even spiritual 
youths. Someone will quickly object with this scripture; 


'"Mj people are destroyed for (acf of Iqiowfed^e. 
"Because ^ovt have rejected ((^ytowfedge, 9 wdf also 
reject^ou, tfiatjjou ma^ he no priest to me. Because 
^ou have for^otten^our Gjods law, 9 wdf also forget 
^our children. "Tdosea^d 


It us clear the knowledge God is talking about is not 
academic or technological knowledge, but the 
knowledge of Him. Can't you realize most of the woes 
of men are as a result of advancements in technology? 
Though it has some benefits, its evils far outweigh the 
former. For example, genetically modified foods (which 
are products of scientific innovations) are gradually 
killing the human race. Bombs and fighter jets are all 
technological advancements which have in so many 
ways spelt the doom of the human race. One former US 
President by name General D. Eisenhower once said 
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“Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every 
rocket fired is, in a sense, a theft from those who hunger 
and are not fed, those who are cold and are not 
clothed.” His statement is best understood by the 
following statistics; in the gulf war in 1992, the war cost 
the allies half a billion dollars a day. It is said that a 
fighter plane cost $150,000,000, a Tomahawk missile 
cost at least $569,000, an Air-to-air missile $700,000, 
and a Tank shell ranges between $2,000 and $36,000. 
The money spent on all these is capable of alleviating 
poverty all over the world. 

One of the main culprits of violence and immorality is 
the television set, which is also the invention of man. In 
man's quest to live in luxury and happiness, he has 
invented so many things which have turned out to 
increase his woes. Daniel made it plain that knowledge 
will increase alright but it is the people who know their 
God who will do exploits; 

"Soicft as do wic^df^ against tfie covenantsfiadfie 
pervert f>^ ffatteries; fut tfe people wfo fnow their 
(^odshaffhestron^,anddo [exploits]," Uaniefih^Z 

God does not command us to be well vexed with the 
knowledge of the world but expects us to glory in the 
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fact that we have the right knowledge of Him and not 
the number of titles or laurels we have achieved; 

'%iAt fet ftim wfto glories in this, that he has 

understanding, andhnows me, that 9 am ^ahweh 
who exercises foviny hj^dness. Justice, and 
righteousness, in the earth: for in these thinys 9 deliyht, 
says'tjahweh." 9 eremiahg :24 

In our days God is rather calling us into deeper 
knowledge of Him in order for us to give solutions to our 
generation's problems. When the children of darkness 
invent certain gadgets which promote evil and 
immorality to destroy lives, it is the children of God who 
are expected to preserve lives; 

"you are the salt of the earth, hut if the sa ft has fostits 
flavor, with whatwiff it he salted? 9t is thenyoodlor 
nothiny, hut to he cast out andtrodden under the feet 
of men." Jdatthewy.-I^ 

We should therefore try as much as possible not to 
allow the pride of life and the like to overcome us or else 
we are not even spiritual youths. From these analysis, 
most leaders are not qualified in the first place to lead 
God's people. How can people be greedy for money 
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(covetous) among others and still be General 
Overseers. Aren't these traces of the world? If they are 
overpowered by these and so are not qualified to be 
spiritual youths, why then are they even bishops if the 
following scripture is anything to go by; 


"Tfie overseer tfierefore must f>e witfiout reproacft, 
tfie ftusfiandofone wife, temperate, sensible, modest, 
ftospitafife, ^ood at teacfiin^, not a drinfer, not 
violent, not ^reedu for moneu, hut gentle, not 
(quarrelsome, notoovetous "/ ’Timotl^y.Z-^ 


Fathers are those who know God. To know God 
however, is to walk as Christ walked on the face of this 
earth; 


“dlis is low we fnow that we fnow him; if we feep his 
commandments. One who says, "9 fnow him," and 
doesn't feep his commandments, is a liar, and tie 
trutl isn't in lim, 'Eutwloever feeps lis word, Gjod's 
love las most certainly leen perfectedin lim. dlis is 
low we fnow tlat we are in lim; le wlo says le 
remains in lim ouylt limself also to walljust life le 
walfed... 9 write to you, fatlers, lecause you fnow 
lim wlo is from tie leyinniny. 9 write toyou,youny 
men, lecause you lave overcome tie evil one. 9 write 
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toyou, (ittfe cfiifdnn, ^ecauseyou ^now tfie ’T-atfier 9 
kme written to you, fatfters, ^ecauseyou know kim 
who is from the heyinniny. 9 have written to you, 
youny men, because you are strony, and the word of 
Gjodremains in you, andyou have overcome the evd 
one. "{9ohnZ'3~6, 


They also see things the way God views them and 
judge righteously. Fathers can be said to be those who 
possess the mind of Christ and as such are spiritual 
men; 


''"Eut he who is spirituaf discerns ad thinys, and he 
himseffisjudyedhy no one. ’T-or who has known the 
mindof the Lord, that he shouldinstruct him? Eut 
we have Christ's mind"f Corinthians Ziy-iB 


They can be said to be men who are no longer living for 
themselves. Thus, the world is crucified to them and 
vice versa; 


"Eut far he it from me to hoast, except in the cross of 
our Cord9esus Christ, throuyh which the world has 
been crucified to me, and 9 to the world." 
Gfalatians 6:14 
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Fathers are those who lay down even their souls for the 
brethren; 


'"Even so, affectionatef^ hn^in^ for j/om, we were well 
pleasedio impart to j/ow, nottfie Qood"Hews ofQod 
onfj, hut also our own soufs, becauseyou lad become 
very dear to us ."/ dlessalonians 2j8 


Last but not the least, they also bless those whom they 
preach to physically but not make gain out of them just 
like Paul did in his days; 


"'Eeloid, this is tie tlirdtime 9 am ready to come to 
you, and9 willnot le a lurden to you; for 9 seef not 
your possessions, lutyou. 9-or tie clifdren ouylt not 
to save up for tie parents, lut tie parents for tie 
clifdren. 9 will mostyfadfy spend and le spent for 
your soufs. 9f9 foveyou more alundantfy, am 9 loved 
tie less? Eut le it so, 9 did not myself lurden you. 
Eut, leiny crafty, 9 cauyltyou witl deception. 19id9 
tafe advantaye of you ly anyone of tlem wlom 9 
lave sent to you? 9 e^lorted "Titus, and 9 sent tie 
Irotler witl lim. 19id Titus tafe any advantaye of 
you? TUdntwe waif in tie same spirit? Uidntwe 
walfin tie same steps? Ayain, do you tlinftlatwe 
e^fdcusiny ourselves to you? 9n tie siylt of Gjodwe 


are 
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speal^in Cftrisi "Butafftftinjs, Moved, an for^ovtr 
edi^in^. "z Corintftiam 

Thus they are bold enough to say; 

"Be imitators of me, even as 9 also am of Cftrist" 
iCorintftiansHti 

You will realize, it is mainly Paul who uses the word 
(father) for himself as well as his missionary team. 
Those who call themselves fathers should carefully 
study the lives of such humble men, learn from Christ 
and these Apostles, and then shall they be qualified to 
be addressed as such. It does not matter the record 
and testimony of men, but God's is what matters. So let 
us not boast because men address us in some funny 
ways, but wait on the perfect Judge who will judge the 
evil motives and deeds of men, as revealed in 
1 Corinthians 4:5. 

Most of the modern day 'spiritual generals' never come 
close to being addressed as fathers. It is better to go the 
humble way to be addressed as a brother here on earth 
than to carry such big titles upon ourselves and to be 
non-entities in heaven. Don't love the praise of men as 
did the Scribes and Pharisees in the days of Jesus' 
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ministry; 

"for tfiey (ovedmen'spraise more dan Qodspraise." 

Oofm iZ-43 

Remember our main text in Isaiah suggests, when 
women begin to lead then God's people are 
backslidden. We have already looked at the issue of 
children leading us and being overseers etc. I will 
endeavour to present truths which will show that when 
women begin to assume leadership or authority over 
men in the house of God then there is something wrong 
in the body of Christ. 

Before I continue, let me say I believe very much in 
women being in ministry and also exercising authority 
over fellow women and children but not over men. 
Without any gender prejudice, I see this to be the 
sovereign order of God. It will be wrong for me to say 
women are not to be in ministry when God Himself has 
chosen to give them the Holy Spirit and His gifts. It is 
therefore the area of governing the church that women 
are not permitted to exercise authority over men. If 
even women are supposed to be under their husbands 
authority in the house (whether they are anointed or 
not), then how can they exercise authority in the house 
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of God? 

"9n fif^e manner, wives, f>e in su^ecfion to^our own 
fius^ands; so that, even ifan^ don't ohe^ the HJord, 
the^ may he won hy the behavior of their wives 
without a word ;"/ IPeter^ii, [(Corinthians 

Let me go on to God's sovereign order when it comes to 
governance among His people. Right from the Garden 
of Eden, God first of all created man after which He 
made woman out of him in Genesis 2:22-23. It was the 
man God vested authority in and thus was the one 
charged for the fallen state of us all; 

"T-or as in Adam ad die, so also in Christ adwidhe 
madeafive. "i Corinthians 

When God wanted to redeem man from sin, He started 
His agenda of making covenants with our fathers (not 
our mother's) right from Abraham. Even to save the 
world, it was Noah who found favour in the sight of God 
as Genesis 6:8 reveals. Then when he wanted to create 
the twelve tribes of Israel (though Jacob had a 
daughter) He still chose only men. 

When the Israelites were in captivity, God raised two 
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men(Moses and Aaron) to deliver and lead the people 
of Israel out of Egypt. When Moses was setting up the 
priesthood, no woman was incorporated into it though 
Miriam was a prophetess (notice she led the women to 
sing to glorify God). 

When it came to the time for Moses to send spies into 
the promise land, he chose a man each from the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Why wasn't at least one woman 
chosen? I believe of course there were godly women 
amongst them. When God now wanted Moses to hand 
over the baton to someone to take the children of Israel 
into the promise land. He chose a man in the person of 
Joshua the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 31:14). 

When Joshua also wanted to send spies into Jericho, 
he also chose men. Please bear in mind there was not a 
time in the history of Israel whereby women were 
elders. 

After Joshua died, the people of Israel became 
increasingly rebellious against God's word and God 
began to release them into the hands of their enemies 
to be oppressed. Then God began to raise judges in 
Israel who were all men except Deborah, to deliver the 
people of Israel out of the hands of their captors. How 
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did a woman come into the scene? This is how it all 
happened: 


"Sfte sent and’:affed'&amlitfieson ofA^inoam out of 
'Kedesfi J^apfttafi, and said to km, Tdasn't yaftwefi, 
tk Qod of Osraef, commanded, [sa^in^], ^o and 
draw to Jdomt Takr, and tafe witft you ten 
tfiousandmen of the children oftNaphtafi andof the 
children ofZehulun? 9 willdraw toyou, to the river 
'Kishon, 'Sisera, the captain ofOahin’sarmy, with his 
chariots and his multitude; and9 willdeliver him into 
your hand "Barafsaidto her, 9fyou willy o with me, 
then 9 willy o; hut if you willnotyo with me, 9 willnot 
yo. 'She said, 9 will surely yo with you; 
notwithstandiny, thejoumey that you tafe shall not 
he for your honor-, for ^ahweh willsellSisera into the 
hand of a woman. Uehorah arose, and went with 
l&arahio 'Kedesh." 9f^dyes4:6~g 


The above scripture gives us an insight as to the nature 
of this prophetess (Deborah). She knew when it comes 
to leadership, it is men who were supposed to be at the 
helm of affairs. However, the men at the time refused 
the call to duty and thus Deborah had to lead them and 
become their judge. In the history of Israel, women 
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played some important roles by fulfilling their ministry 
as prophetess etc. an example of such a prophetess 
was Huldah, as 2Kings 22:14 and 2 Chronicles 34:22 
reveals. When it comes to leadership, there is nowhere 
God ever appointed women to lead Israel except when 
men failed Him. It was always out of Israel's 
backslidden state and rebellion that a woman could 
assume the powers of a king in Israel as can be seen in 
2 Kings 11:1-2, 20 when Athaliah usurped authority in 
Israel. 

For God to bring about the redemption of man. He 
Himself came as a man in the person of Jesus. When 
He wanted the gospel to be preached. He chose twelve 
men to be the foundation of the church, with He Himself 
being the chief corner stone; 

""Beinj on tfie foundation of the apostfes and 
propfiets, Cftrist fiimseff ^einj tfie cfiief 
cornerstone;" 'Epftesians Z-ZO 

Why on earth didn't Christ include at least a woman 
among them? This is not in any way to undermine the 
role women played in the ministry of Christ and are still 
playing now. What is evident to this point is, women 
generally were involved in ministry in one way or the 
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other, but did not exercise authority over men. 

In the New Testament church, right from the day of 
Pentecost, the first leaders the church appointed to 
share food were all men; 


seven 


"Therefore select from amonj ^ou, brothers, se 
of^ood report, full of the Tdohj Spirit and of 
isdom, whom we may appoint over this husiness." 
Acts 6;^ 


men 


wts 


At least when it comes to matters concerning food, 
women are good at it. The question however is, why 
didn't they at least include one woman? In picking some 
examples in the book of Acts and Romans, you will 
realize women were still not exercising authority over 
men; 


"’Ue heyan to speaf hofdfy in the synayoyae. 'Eut 
when Erisciffa andAcjuifa heardhim, they toofhim 
aside, and explained to him the way of Gjod more 
accaratefy." Acts lS;ZB 

“Qreet Andronicvts andOvmias, my relatives andmy 
fellow prisoners, who are notable amony the apostles, 
who also were in Christ before me." Epmansdy 
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In the case of Junias (who some claim was a woman 
and an apostle) it is however ambiguous in the original 
Greek. The scripture above does not suggest Junias 
was a woman. Andronicus and Junias were Paul's 
fellow prisoners. When it comes to Priscilla, she was 
ministering alongside her husband (and surely she was 
under the authority of her husband). 

Let us now go into the teachings of Paul when it comes 
to women exercising authority over men. Paul taught 
that a woman should not exercise authority over man; 


"'But 9 don'tpermit a woman to teach, nor to exercise 
thorit^ over a man, hut to he in cjuietness." 
< Timothy 2;'tZ 


aUi 


In his letter to Timothy concerning those who were 
qualified to be ordained as bishops, elders and 
deacons, he always used masculine and not feminine 
gender; 


"The overseer therefore must he without re^. 
the husband of one wife, temperate, sensihfe, modest, 
hospitahfe,^oodatteachin^;... "i Timothy^:Z~iZ 
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To Titus he again used masculine and not feminine; 

",,, of anyone is Uameless, tfte hushandof one wife, 
ftavin^ cftifdren who (relieve, who are not accused of 
foose or unrufj behavior... Titus 

Normally some object to this position with the following 
scripture; 

"The elder, to the chosen (adj and^ner children, whom 
9 love in truth; andnot 9 onhj, hut also allthose who 
fnow the truth;" Z 9ohn / 


This letter was from an elder to the elect lady and her 
children. Notice the lady was not an elder or deacon. In 
any way you can learn from Paul's letter to Titus, it is 
possible to have a church and certain positions could 
be vacant (until leaders are appointed appropriately in 
due season). There is no rush in the house of God; 


"9 left^ou in Crete for this reason, that^ou would set 
in order the things that were lachjn^, and appoint 
elders in every city, as 9 directedyou;" Titus iy 


So in the face of these scriptures, how come some 
women have even become General Overseers in the 
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house of God? Where in the old and New Testament do 
we find such a thing happening if not a symptom of a 
generation which is backslidden? The only reason why 
women will exercise authority over men is when men 
refuse the call to duty. If right now you are a woman and 
you are exercising authority over men (unless they 
have relinquished authority to you), I pray God will help 
you hand over to a competent man. It is possible for 
God to even bring a man from elsewhere to takeover if 
you sincerely want to hand over authority. However, as 
I stated earlier, women can exercise authority over their 
fellow women (just like Miriam) and over children but 
not over men. Any other way of governing the church of 
God is an act of rebellion against God's sovereign order 
and must be repented of immediately. 

Another angle from which we can view 'women' leading 
the church is when men refuse to be men. A man is one 
simply because he is bold and is able to subdue things. 
A look at so many men in the church today does not 
really seem it is men leading us(as they possess the 
hearts of women). This is why most of them are chicken 
hearted and thus live a life of cowardice. It is mostly 
women who are always griped with fear at the least 
sense of danger. Isaiah therefore prophesied that the 
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watchmen or elders of Israel were like dumb dogs who 
could not bark; 


"T-ln watcftmen an htind, tfie^ an a(( witfiout 
((^powfedge; tfiey an ad mute do^s, tfiey can’t ^arki 
dreaming, ^inj down, loving to sfum^er." 
Osaiafi^SilO 


Most modern day preachers no longer have the 
boldness required to preach the cross, which is an 
offence (KJV) to the people of the world; 

"'EiAtO, brothers, if 9 stdfpnacfi circumcision, wk^ 
am Ostidpersecuted? dken tkestumkfin^ kfocfoftke 
cross has keen removed" Qafatians^iH 


Therefore to be able to preach it, you need to be bold. 
The cross must speak in this hour. The Apostles taught 
men to die before they die. The church is to let the world 
know Christ died for sin, so they would die to sin and not 
die of sin. In the book of Acts when the disciples were 
threatened not to preach Christ, they went to God 
in prayer for Him to grant them boldness to preach the 
word; 
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'"How, Lord, fool^attfieir tftreats, and^rantto^our 
servants to speal^^our word witfi ad fiofdness," 
Acts^iZg 


Paul also asked the believers to pray for him to enable 
him open his mouth and preach the Gospel with 
boldness of speech it deserves. To him, the gospel 
must be preached with boldness and not timidity; 


“for which 9 am an ambassador in chains; that in it 9 
ma^ speaf hofdf^, as 9 oa^ht to speaf." 


LphesiansO.'ZO 


From these scriptures at least we realise, the gospel 
cannot be preached by weaklings. Thus why God 
chose to put men at the front line just to save guard the 
truth. No wise parent will give something precious to an 
infant or a babe. He will give it to the strongest of his 
children. This is why whenever a father wanted to leave 
a legacy for generations to come, he would entrust his 
property into the hands of his first born male child. It is 
men (not women) who can save guard a legacy. 
Scriptures makes it clear, we are to earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once for all delivered to the 
saints as Jude 3 reveals. 
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If therefore we have men and not 'women' in authority, 
why then is true Christianity largely lost in our 
generation? When you make a comparison between 
the faith of our fathers and ours, you will understand 
there is a great gulf between us. These days we have 
men parading themselves as revivalist and so on. But a 
careful look at their life reveals, the world has rather 
consumed them. 'Self is reigning in them and not 
Christ. They cannot boldly declare that the world is 
crucified to them and vice versa. 

They continue to deceive babes by proclaiming revival 
meetings. These babes get there and the meeting is 
rather to gang up against Christ (so far as it is meant for 
physical or material things). That is not to say, asking 
for certain needs which are material in nature is 
abominable, but the making of those things our top 
priority is the issue at stake. Colossians 3:1-2 
admonishes us to set our affections on things above 
and not on earthly things. If all our energy is spent 
praying for earthly things, then we become the enemies 
of the cross as in line with Philippians 3:18-19. 

Now ask yourself, which of the men God used as an 
instrument to revive the church called himself a 
revivalist? They were simply powerful weapons in the 
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hands of God to rescue souls who were bound in 
chains right in the pit of hell. The Holy Spirit is the 
revivalist and these men were just agents to deliver 
God's truth to a perverse generation. Please note, 
revival is not advertised but it does advertise itself. Any 
formula contrary to this is a false revival. However, God 
can inform us of a particular time He will revive His 
church. Nevertheless it is the will of the Lord for His 
church to enjoy the abundant flow of the Holy Spirit at 
all times. The following scripture gives us the testimony 
of Jesus concerning John the Baptist; 

"T-le was tfie andsfiinin^ (amp, and^ovt were 

wdfin^ to r^oice fora wfide in fits (i^fti "Ooftn^:;^^ 

To detect the motivation for the behaviour many people 
are exhibiting these days (and for a better conviction of 
what is being revealed now), just go back into history 
and study revivals and compare it with what we have 
these days. It will reveal, most preachers are not really 
who they claim to be, for they do not know what revival 
is. True revival liberates people from the bondage of sin 
and not financial bondages which those who serve their 
belly organize these days. Can you be in a revival 
meeting and still do fund raising under such an 
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atmosphere? There is really a need for deep rooted 
repentance in our generation. If not, how can we call 
businessmen revivalist? The men God used in revivals 
died without amassing earthly possessions. Since 
these so called revival meetings are not from God, they 
have to kindle their own fire; 


"'Befiofd, aff^ovt who hjncffe a fin, who jird 
yourselves about with frehrands; waffyou in the 
flame of your fre, andamony the brands that you 
have hjndled This shallyou have of my hand; you 
shall(ie down insorrow." OsaiahyOiii 

Men these days kindle their own fire by way of first of all 
drumming and dancing vigorously, after which there is 
a slow way of singing (normally termed as worship) 
before the revivalist comes to preach with the enticing 
words of human wisdom. Unlike these self-appointed 
revivalists, Paul used great plainness of speech and the 
words which the Holy Spirit taught; 


"'HJhich thinas also 


d not in words which 


mans wm 


nys also we speaK, not m wora 
tisdom teaches, hut which the T-foly •Spirit 
teaches, compariny spiritual thinys with spiritual 
thinys."i Corinthians Z-iS 
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If you want to know most of the revivals are fake, 
immediately the meeting is in progress and there is 
power interruption (common in Africa) the spirit of such 
revival goes along with it. These places can be best 
described as entertainment centres as people are not 
really in to seek the great physician who is able to 
deliver them from the bondage of sin. Our generation 
indeed needs serious spiritual 'surgery' and not smooth 
talk. 

At such revival meetings the word of God is not sent 
forth to rebuke, reprove and instruct congregants in the 
way of righteousness (the primary reason God gave us 
the scriptures as 2 Timothy 3:16-17 attests). 

Is this not the generation which rather needs the 
rebuke, correction and instruction in righteousness, 
seeing sin abounds everywhere? Surely the word of 
God has come to pass as in line with Matthew 24:12, for 
the love of many men have grown cold. If not, why will 
preachers be still entertaining their congregation when 
most of these professing believers are on the broad 
way to hell? These men's faith is dead and does not 
constitute the faith of the son of God as our fathers 
knew. The professing believer and preacher of our 
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times have misplaced their priorities and consequently 
lost eternity's view. Instead of spiritual things or the 
kingdom of heaven being our main focus as did the 
early disciples, our generation is rather pleased to dwell 
on this earth and to amass its goods. This makes them 
to continuously fix their eyes on things on earth and not 
on the things above where Christ is seated; 

"Oftfien^ou were raisedio^efher wit ft Cfirist, seeftfe 
things tfiat are afom, where Christ is, seated on the 
ri^ht handof ^od Setyour mind on the thinys that 
are above, not on the thinys that are on the earth." 
Cofossians^ii-Z 


How can we then grow in the Lord when every thought 
of ours is earthly? Majority of professing believers are 
cut off from the Lord and they are not even aware of it. 
According to the teachings of Christ you either grow or 
you are cut off from the vine; 


farmer. 


"9 am the true vine, and my father is the f 
’Every branch in me that doesn’t hear fruit, he tafes 
away. Every branch that hears fruit, he prunes, that 
it may hear more fruit "tjou are already pruneddean 
because of the word which 9 have spofen to you. 
i^emain in me, and9inyou. As the branch can ’thear 
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fruit ibeff, unless it remains in the vine, so neither 
canyou, unless you remain in me. 9 am the vine, 't^ou 
are the branches. T-le who remains in me, and9 in 
him, the same hears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothiny. 9fa man doesn 'tremain in me, he 
is thrown out as a branch, andis withered; and they 
yather them, throw them into the fire, and they 
burned" 9ohn iyi- 6 


are 


Now with this scripture don't you think a lot of 
professing believers and preachers are even cut off 
from God? According to the scripture above, those who 
bear fruit are pruned in order for them to bear much 
fruit, Those who don't are however cut off. To Christ, 
bearing fruit is not the issue, but bearing much of it 
really glorifies God and proves we are His disciples 
indeed. The path to spiritual advancement is sacrifice. 
As we bear fruit He continues to cause us to release 
certain aspects of our lives or desires to Him. For us to 
have more of God, it should be less of us until self 
disappears. Why is it then, some people do not 
increase their level of sacrifice to God as a proof of 
spiritual growth, but rather amass wealth to 
themselves? 
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It is clear, they are rather more inclined to the world 
than to God. This is why our fathers taught that you 
cannot be a true disciple of Jesus Christ and amass this 
world's goods. Jesus Himself said we should store our 
treasures in heaven and not on earth as in line with 
Matthew 6:20. 

So, according to His teachings, spiritual stagnancy (not 
to even talk of retrogression) is a sin. If a man therefore 
really claims to be advancing in the spirit, then it means 
he is sacrificing more and more for Jesus' sake. By this 
do some believers seem to be sacrificing more and 
more for the sake of Christ? This tells us, most men are 
cut off from God in our generation and they are not even 
aware of it. St. Augustine in The Confessions 1, makes 
a profound statement to this effect “He loves Thee too 
little who loves anything together with Thee which he 
loves not for Thy sake”. The Lord is indeed calling this 
backslidden generation to repent and He will restore us. 


39 





WHEN GIVING IS NO 
LONGER OUR NATURE 


Love is the very foundation upon which the Christian 
faith is built. When man sinned against God and fell 
short of His glory, he needed to be restored by 
redemption from sin. For this reason God had to give 
His only begotten son in due time for our sin according 
to John 3:16. It is interesting to note, love is one of the 
definitions of God. According to 1 John 4:16, God is 
love and automatically this nature of His causes Him to 
give. Scripture therefore makes us to understand, if 
God did not withhold His only son from us, then He is 
ever prepared to give us all that will be of benefit to us; 

"7-fe wfto didn't spare fits own Son, hat deliveredhim 

up for as all, how woafdhe not also with him freehj 
^ive asaffthings?" limans S;^Z 

No wonder God could call Abraham His friend. 
Abraham was able to offer his only son to God when He 
requested Isaac from him. In effect God is pleased with 
those who are prepared to give. The principle which 
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works in this world is the principle of giving and 
receiving (input and output). However, scriptures make 
us to know, it is more blessed to give than to receive 
(Acts 20:35). So when God gave His only son in the 
person of Jesus Christ, He (the son) also gave His life 
for all of us. Christ understood the value of giving and 
that is why He made us to know, if a grain of wheat does 
not fall down and die, it will abide alone. The interesting 
aspect of giving is, whatever is given is smaller as 
compared to what is received. 

In the New Testament, more souls were won simply 
because of the love the believers showed towards one 
another. This love was expressed in fellowship and in 
giving. The act of giving amazed the people around to 
the extent, they had no option than to join the body of 
Christ. The outcome of giving was therefore evident in 
Acts 2:44-47. 

The early church was able to give simply because they 
learned the nature of God. Scriptures make us know 
that, we are created in the image of God. If God is love, 
then it stands to reason, the nature of love is been 
imputed into the believer. This is the reason why those 
who had this imputed nature in the early church did not 
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find it a problem to part with their possessions. Love 
was a fundamental teaching in the early church. 
Showing of love was taught to be automatic in the life of 
a believer; 


concerning love, have no need 

that one write toyou. 'T-oryovtyovtmfves are tauyht 
hy Gjodto (ove one another ,"/ Thessafoniam 


Why then is it so difficult for so many in our generation 
to manifest love by giving unconditionally? It is either 
they are backslidden or not Christians in the first place. 
I am not suggesting we do not have to even teach on 
giving (since it is supposed to be automatic in the 
disciple) but, it should be a foundation upon which one 
should grow in grace. There was a particular group of 
believers who Paul commended for their giving habit. It 
is interesting to note why they were able to give even in 
their poverty. This group was the disciples in 
Macedonia. They first of all gave themselves to God 
and giving was not difficult for them; 


"'This was not as we had hoped, hut first they yave 
their own selves to the Lord, and to us throuyh the wiff 
ofQod"z Corinthians By 
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In essence when we first of all dedicate our whole life to 
Christ then there is nothing we cannot part away with 
for the sake of Christ. The reason why many cannot 
manifest giving (progressively) is because they have 
not fully dedicated their lives to Christ. God has 
designed that we learn from the example of Christ and 
to be like Him. A scripture most money lovers use in 
Christendom is this; 


"^oryoM Iqiow tfie ymce of our Hord %sus Cftrist, 
tfiat, tftouyfi fte was ricfi,yet for your sa^s fie fecame 
poor, that you tfrouyf fis poverty miyft fecome 
ricf. "z Corintfians By 


Contrary to the meaning these money lovers assign to 
the above scripture, Paul was rather teaching us to 
give. We are to learn from Christ that though He was 
rich, He became poor in order for us to gain. Paul was 
In effect teaching the disciples in Corinth to emulate the 
example of Christ to also part away with their material 
possessions for the benefit of the saints in Jerusalem. 
To know why Paul had to teach this church the 
importance of laying their lives for others, it is important 
for us to remember that, it was largely a backslidden 
one. As for Paul and his missionary team they gave out 
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their material possessions, thus offering 
their souls as 1 Thessalonians 2:8 depicts. 

Christ, who is our perfect example, also taught a lot 
about the necessity of giving. He taught that the 
children of the world are wiser in their own generation 
than the children of God. The children of this world with 
their evil intentions learn to give, knowing one day 
when they are in need, their beneficiary would not turn 
them down; 


"T-fe also said to ftisdiscipfes, '"There was a certain rich 
man who had% manager. An accusation was made to 
him that this man was wasting his possessions... T-tis 
ford commended the dishonest manager because he 
haddone wisef^, for the chifdren of this world are, in 
their own generation, wiser than the children of the 
hjht 0 tell^ou, mafe foryourselves friends hy means 
of unrighteous mammon, so that whenyou fad, they 


may 


receive 




'u into the eternal tents. Tde who h 


IS 


faithfulm a very little is faithfulalso in much. Tde who 
is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. Of 
thereforeyou have not been faithfulin the unriyhteous 


mammon, w 


ho will commit to your trust 


the true riches?"Luhfi dii-H 
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From the scripture above we learn the reason why so 
many professing believers these days are not entrusted 
with the true riches of God (deeper knowledge of 
Christ) is simply because they are not able to part with 
material things for the benefit of others (for the sake of 
Christ). I hereby reiterate the fact that the path way to 
spiritual progress is sacrifice. Christ wanted to teach 
His disciples this most important truth and thus why 
when He called His disciples He always required they 
leave everything they had in order to follow (know) Him. 
In His teachings, He made it clear, no one can serve 
two masters. You either love God and hate money 
(material things) or vice versa; 

"No servant can serve two masters, for eitfier fte wtff 
hate the one, and(ove the other-, or else he widholdto 
one, and despise the other, you aren't ahfe to serve 
Gjodmdmammon "dufe 

This accounts for the reason why God does not want us 
to hoard material things. When they come to us, God 
expects us to give them out for the benefit of others. If 
this is not done, it will compete for the love of God in our 
lives. However, God does not want to share us with 
anything. It is therefore impossible for one to amass 
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this world's goods and still claim to be attached to God. 
The principle is, you are either rich toward God and 
poor in this world's goods (given to a life of liberal 
giving) or you are rich in this world's goods and poor 
towards God; 


"T-fe spoke a pamkfe to tfiem, sa^inj, "Tke jromdof 
a certain rich man hrou^ht forth ahmdanthj... T-te 
said, 'This is what 0 wiff do. 0 wiffpud down my 
hams, andhuddhiyyer ones, and there 9 wiffstore ad 
myyrain andmyyoods. 9 wid':edmysou[, "Souf,you 
have manyyoods (aidup for manyyears. Tafeyour 
ease, eat, drink, he merry. ..So is he who fays up 
treasure for himseff and is not rich toward Gjod." 
Luk&iZrih-Zi 


You will understand, Christ in His teachings never had 
anything good to say concerning the rich of this world, 
but rather proclaimed woe unto them. His disciples did 
not also have anything good to say unto the rich of this 
world just like their master. We see this to be consistent 
in the teachings of the apostles especially James; 


m 


"Hut let the brother in humhfe circumstancesyfory ii 
his hiyh position-, and the rich, in that he is made 
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fiumhfe, hecmse fi^e the flower in the^rass, he will 
pass awa^. 1-or the sun arises with the scorching 
wind, andwithers thegrass, andthe flower in it falls, 
andthe heautg of its appearance perishes. •So also will 
the rich man fade away in his pursuits... Jdy 
brothers, don 'tholdthe faith of our fiord%sus Christ 
of glory with partiality... fisten, my beloved 
brothers. IDidnt Gjodchoose those who are poor in 
this world to he rich in faith, and heirs of the 
Kingdom which he promisedto those who love him? 
... "%mesiy~H, 2ji~6, 


Christ for that matter always demanded His disciples 
reject a life of unreasonable luxury in order to gain Him. 
Paul also knew this all important truth and thus why he 
had to suffer the loss of all things in order to gain the 
knowledge of Christ; 

"'t^es most certainly, and 0 count all things to he loss 
for the e^ccellency of the hpowledge of Christ Oesus, my 
ford, for whom 9 suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them nothing hut refuse, that 
9 maygain Christ" 'Philippians^.-S 

When we look at the lives of the Apostles, we learn they 
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did not amass wealth to themselves. This accounts for 
the reason why they were rich toward God. The reason 
many are spiritually impoverished in our days is simply 
because they are students and servants of Mammon. 
Most people's lives seem to contradict the clear 
teachings of Christ in His sermon on the mount. 

A. W. Tozer in his Pursuit of God was right in saying, “In 
the world of men we find nothing approaching the 
virtues of which Jesus spoke in the opening words of 
the famous Sermon on the Mount. Instead of poverty of 
spirit we find the rankest kind of pride; instead of 
mourners we find pleasure seekers; instead of 
meekness, arrogance; instead of hunger after 
righteousness we hear men saying, “I am rich and 
increased with goods and have need of nothing”; 
instead of mercy we find cruelty; instead of purity of 
heart, corrupt imaginings; instead of peacemakers we 
find men quarrelsome and resentful; instead of 
rejoicing in mistreatment we find them fighting back 
with every weapon at their command”. 

He continues to reveal that, all our heartaches and a 
great many of our physical ills spring directly out of our 
sins. Pride, arrogance, resentfulness, evil imaginings. 
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malice, greed: these are the sources of more human 
pain than all the diseases that ever afflicted mortal 
flesh. Even in the parable of Jesus concerning the 
sower, He makes us to understand that, the reason 
some professing believers are unfruitful is because 
they care so much about the world and are deceived by 
riches; 

"And the cam of this a^e, and the deceitfufness of 
riches, and the fusts of other things entering in chofe 
the word, andit becomes unfruitfuf" Jdarf^ri^ 

Most of the Jews (especially their Scribes, Pharisees 
and the Sadducees) were not able to identify the 
messiah in His first coming. The reason was, they were 
not part of the sheepfold. Christ said He knows His 
sheep and His sheep hears His voice as in line with 
John 10:14,27. From this scripture we understand that 
the sheep automatically is able to identify his shepherd 
(who is Christ). The question we ask ourselves is, how 
do we identify Christ in our days? According to 
scriptures, Christ lives in the hearts of His true disciples 
as stated in Colossians 1 .21. Let us go on further to 
learn about the nature of the sheep; 
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WJ 


"'Before fiim aff tfie nations will ioe gathered, and fie 
iff separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the^oats, 'He wiffset the sheep 
on his ri^ht hand, hut the^oats on the feft. Then the 
'Kin^ wiffteffthose on his ri^hthand, ‘Come, hfessedof 
m^ Tather, inherit the 'Kingdom preparedfor^ou 
from the foundation of the worfd; for 9 was hungry, 
andyouyave me food to eat; 9 was thirsty, andyou 
yave me drinfi 9 was a stranyer, andyou toofme in; 
nafed, andyou cfothedme; 9 was sic f andyou visited 
me; 9 was in prison, andyou came to me. Then the 
riyhteous wiff answer him, sayiny, 'dord, when didwe 
see you hunyry, andfeedyou; or thirsty, andyimyou 
a drinhd 'When didwe seeyou as a stranyer, andtafe 
you in; or nafed, and cfotheyou? 'When did we see 
you sic f or in prison, andoome toyou7‘The 'Kiny wiff 
answer them, ‘Jdost certainfy 9 teffyou, in asmuch as 
you didit to one of the feast of these my brothers, you 
didit to me. Then he wiff say afso to those on the feft 
hand, ‘Uepartfrom me, you cursed, into the eternaf 
fire which is prepared for the devif mdhis anyefs, for 9 
was hunyry, andyou didn 'tyive me foodto eat; 9 was 
thirsty, andyouyave me no drink; 9 was a stranyer, 
andyou didn ‘ttafe me in; naked, andyou didn ‘tcfothe 
me; sick a^din prison, andyou didn't visit me. ‘Then 
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tfte^ wiff afso answer, sayinj, 'Hard, when didwe see 
you fimyry, or thirsty, or a stranyer, ornahed, orsich, 
or in prison, anddidnthefpyou? "Then he wiff answer 
them, sayiny, 'Jdost certainfy 9 teffyou, inasmuch as 
you didn 9 do it to one of the feast of these,you didn ‘tdo 
it to me. "These wiffyo away into eternafpunishment, 
hut the riyhteous into eternaf fife. " 
Jdatthew Z^:^Z~4f> 


Brethren, we realize from the above scripture that 
Christ is first and foremost synonymous with the poor 
and destitute. He is not identified with the rich (not that 
he hates them), but through His teachings they are not 
supposed to amass wealth on this earth. Those He 
chooses to dwell in are those who live selfless lives. 
Remember in His teachings, we are to do good to those 
who cannot pay us back. If we do good to only those 
whom we deem will be able to pay us back in one way 
or the other, then we have evil intentions; 


"ofyou do yood to those who do yood to you, what 
credit is that toyou? Tor even sinners do the same. Of 
you fend to those from whomyou hope to receive, what 
credit is that toyou? "Even sinners fend to sinners, to 
receive hacfas much. "Tufe 
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The above scripture proves why the sheep did good to 
the poor and destitute, since they lived in obedience to 
the commands (teachings) of Christ. The goats 
however were an accursed group of people. I presume 
they, with their evil intentions did not do good to the 
poor and destitute simply because they were not in a 
position to pay them back. They rather ministered (I 
believe) to those they feel could repay them. If we 
therefore give with the intension of getting back what 
we gave out to our beneficiaries one day, then we are 
behaving like sinners. 

These days you will recognize that many people do 
good to only those they know will be in a position to help 
them one day when they are in need. This is a sign of 
faithlessness and scripture tells us, without faith it is 
impossible to please God. We are called to give 
liberally hoping for nothing in return. 

It is the power of God made available in the person of 
the Holy Spirit which makes men give willingly. 
Scripture makes us know, the people of God shall be 
willing in the days of the power of God; 

"'^our people offer themselves willin^fj in the da^ of 
^our power, in hohj arra^. Out of the womh of the 
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morning, ^oot ftam the dew 
IPsafmHO;^ 

As the point was made earlier that, the early church 
from Acts chapters 2 to 6 was a giving church, this was 
made possible because of the power and the great 
grace which was upon them as Acts 4:33-35 reveals. 

The situation was not different even in the days of 
Moses. After God had brought the Israelites from Egypt 
into the wilderness with His great power. He asked 
Moses to take an offering from the people for the work 
of the tabernacle. We learned the people gave to the 
point that Moses had to instruct them to stop giving as 
evident in the Scripture below; 


of ^our youth. 


"They spohe to Tdoses, sayiny, "The peopfe hriny 
much more than enouyh for the service of the worf 
which 'tjahweh commanded to mafe. Jvtoses yave 
commandment, andthey causedit to he proclaimed 
throuyhout the camp, sayiny, "Let neither man nor 
woman mafe anythiny else for the offeriny for the 
sanctuary." So the people were restrained from 
hrinyiny. Tor the stuff they hadwas sufficient for all 
the worf to mafe it, and too much." 
Tfeodus^B.y-j 
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Those were indeed the days of God's power. Can it be 
said of today's professing believers that they are willing 
to give out their possessions without being cajoled to 
do so? A look around shows many people are always 
coerced in one way or the other before they will give. 
Even when they do so, they are always expecting the 
benefits right on this earth. Why don't they expect to get 
their reward in heaven? It is simply because they are 
earthly minded (a motivation which is wrong). Christ 
however taught, when we do good to others we will also 
reap the reward on this earth. For the true disciple of 
Christ, whether he gets the benefit on earth or not he 
will give for giving sake and for the sake of Christ. 

I can boldly say, God is ashamed to be called the God 
of so many professing believers. This is because they 
are earthly minded and not heavenly bound. For if they 
are heavenly bound they will not amass wealth to 
themselves but rather give to others who are in need. 

I believe the confessions of Minucius Felix, in Octavius 
36.37.should give us some more illumination as to how 
true Christianity looks like. In it he says “That we for the 
most part must be considered poor is no disgrace to us 
but an honor. A life of luxury weakens the spirit. 
Frugality makes it strong. And yet, how can anyone be 
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considered poor who does not feel any want, who does 
not covet what belongs to others, who is rich in God's 
eyes? Much more should he be considered poor who 
always craves for more while he already has much. Let 
me tell you what I think. No one can be as poor as he 
was at birth. The birds live without any inheritance, and 
cattle find their fodder each day. Yet these creatures 
are on the earth for our sake. We possess all of them if 
we do not covet them. Just as a man traveling on the 
road is the better off the lighter his bundle, so too, he 
who makes himself light by poverty, who does not need 
to pant under the burden of wealth, is happiest on his 
journey through life. If we regarded wealth as useful we 
would ask God for it. He surely could give us a share of 
it, for everything belongs to him, but we would rather 
despise wealth than have it in our hands”. The people 
of faith are always heavenly bound and God is not 
always ashamed to be called their God; 

'’'But now tfte^ desire a better country, tftat is, a 
fteavenf^ one. Tfterefore Qodis not ashamedof (hem, 
to he cadedtheir Gjod, for he has prepared a cit^ for 
them. "Tdehrews«;<6 
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In these dark times, one of the manifestations of the 
spirit which is greatly needed is the fear of God. Due to 
the necessity of this function of the Spirit of God (in 
aiding one to live a pure life), God had to place major 
emphasis on it as it related to the life of Christ; 

"T-ds (oe in tfte fear of^ahmek T-fe wiffnot 

ftearin^ offiis ears-," Osaiaft 


dae m the simt of nis ems, neither decide hu the 


The fear of the Lord was the pivot of the manifestation 
of Christ. With the fear of God, Christ was qualified to 
begin the journey into possessing the wisdom of God. 
For scripture makes us to understand; 


m 


"'The childwas^rowin^, and was becoming strong h 
spirit, heinj filedwith wisdom, and thejrace ofG[od 
{upon him. "dufe Z’40 


was 


No wonder it is said, Christ grew in wisdom, stature and 
in favour with both man and God. You and I can 
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therefore attest to the fact that the genesis of His 
wisdom was the fear of God. Many these days tend to 
concentrate more on praying for the favour of God. 
They however do not take into consideration the need 
for the fear of God which will automatically qualify them 
for it. When a man lacks wisdom, it is a clear 
manifestation of the absence of the fear of the Lord in 
his life; 


"'Tfie fear of^aftwefi is the he^inninj of wisdom. The 
fnowfed^e of the 7-fohj One is understanding." 
Troverhs^tiO 


When we ask for wisdom from above, God will first of all 
teach us to fear Him (in order for wisdom to be a 
consequence).There is no doubt, it was the fear of God 
in Christ's life which made Him who He was. Scriptures 
have defined for us what the fear of God really is; 


"The fear of yahweh is to hate evil. 0 hate pride, 
arrogance, the evif wa^, and the perverse mouth." 
TroverhsSii^ 


Since Christ departed from iniquity (as there was no sin 
found in Him), He was more than qualified to save us 
from our sins. For how can He take away our sins when 
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He Himself has sin? This is therefore the reason why 
God exalted Him and anointed Him with the oil of 
gladness above His fellows; 

"you have fovedrighteousness, and hatedinicjuity; 
therefore Qodgour Gjod, has anointedgou with the oif 
ofgfadnessahovegourfeffows. ""Tdehrewsig 

It is possible that, from His infancy He clearly 
distinguished Himself as one who greatly eschewed 
evil since He feared God. Because of this fear, God 
always heard Him when He prayed (John 11:41- 
42).There is no way a man can be heard by God in 
prayers when he does not fear God. The reason being, 
if a man does not fear God it is certain he will sin against 
Him. If there is even one sin in a man's heart and is not 
repented of, then God will not hear him; 

"of 0 cherishedsin in mg heart, the Hordwouldn’t 
have listened" IPsalm BhiS 

It is not a surprise, a lot of prayers are made these days 
almost everywhere you go, but there is little impact 
being made. The reason is, most believers and even 
prayer 'warriors' do not simply fear the Lord. According 
to scripture, Joseph feared God in his days. This young 
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man had to flee when his master's wife wanted to sleep 
with him (Genesis 39:9,11-12). 

Joseph viewed sleeping with the woman to be a wicked 
act against God. Many youths today would have 
viewed it as an opportunity to satisfy their sexual 
desire. These young men are always deceived by the 
devil into believing, after all they can ask for 
forgiveness from God. They normally cite the following 
scripture in defense of their sinful acts; 

"ofwe confess our sins, fte is faitfifufandri^ftteous to 
forgive us tfie sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. "iOofml-^ 

They however forget, if one is born of God he or she 
does not continue to sin; 

"you fnow that he was revealedto tafe awa^ our sins, 
andm him is no sin. ’Whoever remains in him doesn ‘t 
sin. ’Whoeversins hasn ‘tseen him, neither fnows him. 
dittle children, let no one lead^ou astray. ^He who 
does righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 

’He who sins is of the devd, for the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. ’To this end the •Son of 
Cjodwas revealed, that he might destrog the worhs of 
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tfie devif. lUfioever is ^om ofGjoddoesn '{commitsin, 
because his seed remains in him; and he cant sin, 
becauseheishornofC/od" lOohn^;^~g 

Deliberately sinning against God is a very wicked act in 
the realm of the Spirit as it is just like taking Jesus back 
to the cross and nailing Him afresh (thus living Him to 
public ridicule). Just as Joseph in his days saw sinning 
against God to be a wicked act and thus fled the scene 
of evil, let us also heed the advice of Paul in the 
following scripture; 

"’T-hee sexualmmorafitj^t "’Eveiy sin that a man does 
is outside the hod ^," hut he who commits se^iuaf 
immorafit^ sins 
/ Corinthians B.-iS 


against his own hod^. 


Job, one of the perfect examples of men who feared 
God in the Scriptures did not only depart from iniquity, 
but always prayed for forgiveness for his children 
(peradventure they might have sinned against God in 
their hearts); 


”,,, ’T-or Ooh said, "9t may he that my sons have 
sinned, andrenouncedQodm their hearts ." Thus did 


Oohcontinuafhy."Ooh 
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If Job was interceding for his children not for sins he 
knows they had committed but for sins he anticipates 
they might have committed, what does it tell us of the 
man? I am sure in his own life he never (deliberately) 
sinned against God and thus feared God; 

"^ftere was a mm in tfie (andof'Uz, whose name was 
Ooh. That man was hfamefess andlA^ri^hf, andone 
who fearedGjod, andEarnedmay from evif." Ooh /,-/ 

Just like Job who prayed for his children thinking they 
might have sinned against God, the psalmist could not 
be left out as he prayed that God forgives him of hidden 
sin; 


"'Who can discern his errors? Toryive me from 
hidden errors. 'Keep hacfyour servant afso from 
presumptuous sins, /let them not have dominion over 
me. Then 9 widhe upriyht 9 wiff he hfamefess 
innocent of yreat transy ressi on. 
'Psafmig:iZ~<3 


A look around these days reveals the lack of the fear of 
God in many lives. Even when one sins and he is 
rebuked, he takes offence (not to even talk of asking for 
forgiveness when the Holy Spirit convicts him or her). If 
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such people ignore the promptings of the Holy Spirit 
and the rebuke of other believers, then how can they 
even pray that God forgives them of hidden sins? The 
truth is, many are rebellious and thus lack the fear of 
God. It will interest you to note, these rebellious ones 
are the same who pray against witches and wizards 
(especially in the African setting) forgetting, one can 
only deal with the forces of darkness when his or her 
obedience is complete; 

"md hein^ in readiness to avenge aff disobedience, 
when ^our obedience wiff be made fuff." 

Z Corinthians iO.-B 

The other reason which accounts for the spiritual 
poverty of many professing believers in this end-time is 
their lack of the fear of God. God only reveals His 
secrets and plans to men who fear Him; 

“Tbe secret oftbe LOIdP is with them that fear bim-, 
and be wiff shew them bis covenant." 
1?safmZ^:i4 KOV 

In effect, it is not amazing, all men who feared God 
were carriers of the mysteries of God. When I talk of 
mysteries, I am not talking of doctrines taught by devils 
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which only excites human intellect (and lacks the 
potency of changing the life of one from disobedience 
to total obedience). The lack of sound doctrine in the 
church today is largely attributed to the lack of the fear 
of God. If men really fear God, then they will not use 
Christ as a money making tool, but project Him as their 
focus of love. Those who truly loved and feared God 
like Christ, Joseph, Job, Daniel and David were all men 
who possessed the deep mysteries of God. Just as I 
have already established, Joseph was a youth who 
feared God and thus, had to flee the scene of sin. Paul 
also advised Timothy to flee youthful lust 
(2Timothy2:22). 

It is interesting to note, he did not instruct him to rebuke 
the lust, but to flee from it. Youths normally have the 
tendency to be trapped by certain lusts such as money, 
amusements, sexual immorality and the like. However, 
a godly youth is supposed to flee from them and not to 
entertain such thoughts or even deeds. Solomon said; 


"l^oofs ma^e a moc^afsin; hutamon^ tfie rigftteoi 
there is favour. "1Proverhs'(4;g 


us 


You do not stand by the edge of a pit and still deceive 
yourself that you are not likely to fall into it. Surely the 
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wise will bear me witness that your chances of falling 
inside the pit are very high. As such, the best option is 
to withdraw yourself far away from it as possible (just as 
Paul advised us to flee youthful lusts). Take no chances 
but rather flee every appearance of evil. After fleeing, 
we have to in turn pursue the following; 

”,,, 'Butpursue ryftteousness, faitft, love, andpeace 
with those who caffon the Hordout of a pure heart" 
zTimothi^ Z-Z2. 

These days, people feel free to lie and behave anyhow 
in the presence of God simply because there is no fear 
of God in their lives. Do you think if there is the fear of 
God in many hearts they can feel free to pay tithe on 
cocaine proceeds, give offering from bribes and 
fraudulent deals? In reflection, let us look at an 
interesting development in the book of Acts involving a 
man and his wife; 


"But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira, 
his wife, sofda possession, and fept hacfpart of the 
price, his wife afso hein^ aware of it, and brought a 
certain part, and faid it at the apostfes' 
feet.. .Ananias, hearing these words, feffdown and 
died. Gjreat fear came on aff who heard these 
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things.. ..Af)out three hours later, his wife, not 
fnowinj what hadhappened, came in... 'Eut Eeter 
ashedher, "'How is it that^ou have agreedtogether to 
tempt the Spirit of the £.ord7 Eehofd, the feet of 
those who have huried^our husbandare at the door, 
and the^ wiff carry you out "She fed down 
immediately at his feet, and died. Theyouny men 
came in andfoundher dead, andthey carriedher out 
andhuriedher hy her husband threat fear came on 
the whole assembly, and on all who heard these 

thinys. " Acts^i<~Z^,y,^~« 

If the judgment of God visited this couple because they 
lied against the Holy Spirit, why is it that so many do not 
receive such judgment from the Lord these days (when 
they misbehave in the presence of the Lord)? Are we 
not all operating under the dispensation of grace? 
Could it be, the Lord is not actually reigning in many 
assemblies these days? Let me remind us, judgment is 
beginning in the house of God (1 Peter 4:17). 

If we want God to be present in our meetings then we 
should be truthful and also expect disastrous 
eventuality should anyone misbehave in His presence. 
Why not cry for the presence of God back into so many 
assemblies in order for men to learn the fear of the Lord 
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just like the account in Acts? There is no difference 
these days between a gathering at discotheques and 
that of professing believers. Why should someone who 
claims to be a believer feel comfortable to partake in 
unwholesome conversations or even feel free to 
continually sit with sinners (if not to preach to them). 
Scriptures make us to understand, the blessed of the 
Lord depart from evil men and shares nothing in 
common with them. 

A lot of 'Christian' politicians tell a lot of lies in order to 
come into power. After they have been given the 
mandate, they fail to deliver their promises and still 
continue in their lies just to cover up their failures. To 
such professing believers the Lord is commanding 
them to repent. 

In education, a lot of professing Christian heads are 
only interested in the money they make but not the 
quality of teaching the school’s pupils receive. They 
sometimes even pay their teachers poorly such that 
they in turn (the teachers) also find ways and means of 
extracting money from the students by organizing extra 
tuition for the students whereas topics could have been 
covered within the normal school hours. Heads of some 
educational institutions cunningly use most of the 
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money received to expand their facilities in a bid to 
evade tax (the motivation of our heart is what we should 
critically look at and give account of). The scriptures 
below really go to such people; 

"'HJoe to those whojoin house to house, who fiefdto 
fiefd, untif there is no room, md^ou are made to dweff 
afone in the midst of the fand" Osaiah^iS 


"Come now,you rich, weep and howl forijour miseries 
that are cominy on you. 'your riches are corrupted 
and youryarments are moth-eaten, 'youryofdand 
your sifver are corroded, and their corrosion wiff he 
for a testimony ayainstyou, and wi(( eat your flesh 
fife fire, 'you have laid up your treasure in the fast 
days. 'Behold, the wayes of the laborers who mowed 
your field’, which you have fept hack, hy fraud, cry 
out, and the cries of those who reaped have entered 
into the ears of the dord of Armies." 
0amesy;f-4 


Some professing Christian teachers also pretend to be 
teaching seriously immediately they sense the 
presence of school authorities. Others will also come 
late, but in the log book sign that they came early. All 
such people, from the head to the teachers need to 
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repent before it is too late. 

These days everything has been politicized so it is quite 
difficult to get contracts as a believer, unless you are 
affiliated to the political party in power or a member of 
an occult group (nevertheless, God is able to intervene 
to get His children contracts). All things being equal, it is 
relatively difficult for the true Christian businessman 
who desires to live godly in Christ Jesus to get one 
(contract) these days; 

"'yes, andaffwfto desire to five^odf^ in Cftrist O&sus 

widsufferpersecution." Z Timotfi^^^.-iZ 

To get a contract these days you either need to lie or 
even bribe those in charge of issuing contracts in order 
to get one. For a true believer it will take time before you 
can get a contract. If you are a professing believer and 
you always lie or bribe your way through just to get a 
contract, then you are following the bad example of 
Esau; 


"Oaco^'Esau iareadandstew oflentds. 'He ate 
and drank, rose up, and went kis wa^. So Esau 
despised^nis kirtkri^ki" QenesisZ^;34 
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"lest there he m^se^uaff^ immorafperson, or profane 
person, fife 'Esau, who sold his birthright for one 
meaf." 'Hebrews <2 j<6 

Some of these contractors feel very free to still come 
and give testimonies in church after lying and giving 
bribes in order to gain contracts. To all such professors 
the Lord is commanding you to repent from such deceit. 
Another group of sinning contractors are those who do 
shoddy works by employing only few funds into the 
project in order for them to keep the rest of the money. 
Others also inflate the prices of building materials just 
because of the love of money. They all need to repent 
as time is running out. 

These days a lot of professing Christian entrepreneurs 
pay their workers meager salary and still feel 
comfortable to give 'fat' tithes, offerings and donations 
simply because there is no fear of God in their lives. 
Some in paying their workers reduce the gross of the 
salary and increase the allowances in order to avoid the 
payment of huge taxes. This is selfishness since 
money from taxes will be used for the development of 
the nation in general. If you are a Christian 
entrepreneur and you are engaged in these practices, 
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kindly repent of such behavior as it would stand against 
you on the Day of Judgment. 

There are also civil servants who in the name of poor 
salaries engage in all manner of corrupt practices. Let 
us remember, corruption (which comes in many forms) 
was one of the reasons why God brought down His 
wrath upon man in the days of Noah (Genesis 6:11-12). 

Other Christian businessmen and businesswomen 
these days exploit other people including their own 
brothers they fellowship with. In their bid to make quick 
money, they sell their wares at exorbitant prices. The 
women also use unjust weights in the markets 
(especially in Africa). This is something God was 
strongly against in the land of Israel during the days of 
Amos the prophet; 


'liJfien wtff tfte new moon he^one, that we 


ma^ sefhgrain? And the Sahhath, that we mag 
'h&t wheat, making the ephah mad, and the 
and deafing fafsefg with hafances of 


man 


dekeh farge, 


deceit; that we mag hug the poor for sifver, and the 

needg for a pair of shoes, andsed the sweepings with 

the wheat ?' Vahweh has sworn hg the pride ofO^coh, 
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"Suref^ 9 wiff never forget of their worhs. 

'AmosS-.^-'J 

John the Baptist, who was the forerunner of our Lord 
Jesus Christ called the people of Israel to repent of 
such corrupt practices. He addressed the issue of 
selfishness, oppression of the defenseless and bribery 
and corruption which also plaques our societies these 
days. It is therefore a matter of urgency to call all those 
who find themselves culpable to any of the above 
named sins to repent from their evil ways in the name of 
Jesus. 

So many professing believers these days do not see 
anything wrong with certain sins they commit since they 
do not fear God. Of note are pornography, idolatry, 
homosexuality, lesbianism, masturbation etc. 

Why on earth should we get to the point where even 
pastors will prescribe pornographic materials for their 
members to boost their marriage and sexual life? I 
presume they are oblivious of the fact that those who 
act such movies are agents from the pit of hell. If 
professing believers buy these materials, are they not 
supporting the kingdom of darkness indirectly and as 
such are partakers of their sin? If therefore one gets 
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addicted to pornography then the fellow is likely to go to 
hell if he does not repent; 


“who, (inowin^ tfie ordinance of Gjod, that those who 
practice such things are worthy of death, not onhj do 
the same, hut afso approve of those who practice 
them. " l^omans i:^Z 


Spiritual productive hours of many believers are spent 
on watching operas and movies these days. How on 
earth can one feel comfortable to watch movies and the 
likes for hours but cannot spend two to three hours in 
Bible studies and prayer. If you can only devote much 
time for your television set and cannot do the same 
when it comes to the things of God, then you are an 
idolater. One may say,'I am gathering some wisdom 
from it' but may I ask, have we been able to fully 
exhaust all the wisdom made available to us in the 
Scriptures? Come on, let us grab our Bibles and fall in 
love with Christ. Let us not give ourselves excuses but 
rather repent of such ways if we are engaged in them. 


There are also some homosexuals and lesbians who 
deceive themselves, they are in for their mutual good. 
No matter the reason for one engaging in such a union, 
Bible calls it sexual perversion or uncleanness. This is 
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the sin which brought the wrath of God upon Sodom 
and Gomorrah: 

"yaftwefi said, “'Because tfie cry of Sodom and 
Qomorraft is jreaf, and because tfteir sin is very 
yrievous," CjenesisiSiZO 

"But (}efore tfiey fay down, tfie men of the city, the 
men of Sodom, surroundedtfie house, bothyouny 
and ofd, aff the peopfe from every cjuarter. They 
caffedto Tot, andsaid to him, "'Where are the men 
who came in toyou this niyht? Briny them out to us, 
that we may havese/ with them." Qenesis 

God in His original plan designed that man should be 
married to a woman and not his fellow man. In the same 
way woman is supposed to be married to a man and not 
her fellow woman. Why deceive ourselves when the 
only God approved way to meet our sexual needs is by 
the opposite sex. Any formula apart from man to 
woman is sexual perversion no matter how one 
chooses to call it. Brethren, let us arise and fight this 
menace, calling those who are involved to repent. 

Another group of sexual perverts are men and women 
who masturbate. They are in the same category as 


74 


THE FEAR OF GOD 


homosexuals and lesbians whether they are aware of it 
or not. So far as they decide to meet their sexual needs 
outside the formula of God (as in man to woman under 
wedlock), they are practicing sexual perversion. 


Because of the promises the Lord has for us, we are 
therefore supposed to live in holiness by first of all 
serving God with godly reverence and fear; 


"’Therefore, receiving a ’Kingdom that can't he 
shafen, fetus have^race, through which we serve G[Oc( 
acceptahhj, with reverence and awe, for our (jodis a 
consuming fire."’Hebrews iZ-zS 

"Having therefore these promises, hefoved, fet us 
cleanse ourselves from all deflement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of Qod" 
Z Corinthians Jil 


Since wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of 
our times (and wisdom has its genesis in the fear of 
God), then let us withdraw ourselves from anything 
which has the potential of taking us to hell. In the end, it 
is those who fear the name of the Lord whose names 
will be written in the book of remembrance; 
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"^ften those who feared yahweh spofe one with 
another; and 'tjahweh fistened, and heard, and a 
hoof of memory was written before him, for those 
who feared 'tjahweh, and who honored his name." 
Jdafachi^;i6 
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Spiritual slumber and sleep is very dangerous in the life 
of a professing Christian to the extent, Christ cautioned 
us to watch and pray; 

"’But of that or thathoarno one fnows, not even 
the an^efs in heaven, nor the Son, hat onhj the 
leather. 'Watch, feep alert, andf)ra^; for^ou don't 
fnow when the time is. Jdarhj^;;^Z~33 

Christ knew, there was the tendency for His disciples to 
be caught off guard and thus slumber. There is no way 
we can be ready for the second coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ if we are not watching and discerning the 
times. The sons of Issachar in scripture knew what the 
children of Israel ought to do in their generation simply 
because they had understanding of the times. There is 
no discernment if the children of God slumber or sleep. 

There was a time in the life of the Israelites when God 
had to reveal to the prophet Isaiah that their watchmen 
had slumbered: 
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"T-ln watchmen are hlind, the^ are ad without 
knowfed^e; the^ are ad mute do^s, the^ can’t hard 
dreaming, ^inj down, fovin^ to sfumher." 
9saiah^6;W 


In the face of spiritual slumber and sleep, I endeavor to 
bring out certain scriptural truths as it relates to our 
generation to call the church to awake out of slumber. 

We have come to a point in time where what is 
supposed to be the norm is rather an exception when it 
comes to Christian living. Falsehood has been 
enthroned to the extent, what is not even close to 
Christianity has been branded as one. Those who 
according to spiritual standards never qualify to be 
leaders are busy leading God's people. How can a blind 
man lead his fellow blind man and both will not fall into a 
ditch? 

There came a point in time when Paul had to call the 
church in Corinth to awake to righteousness and to 
depart from iniquity since some who professed to know 
God did not truly know Him; 

"Awahc to righteousness, and sin not; for some have 

9 speaf this to gour 

shame."i Corinthians KCV 


not the hnowfedge of Qod 
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If men claim to know God then 1 John 2:3-6 will be their 
canon. A look around reveals the spiritual poverty and 
slumber of many professing believers. Those who 
claim to be bishops do not come close to be addressed 
as such. Their very lives directly contravene the 
qualities of a bishop as enshrined in the scriptures. 
According to Paul's letter to Titus, we know a bishop is 
not supposed to be greedy for money or to be covetous; 

"’T-or a ksftop must he hfamefess, as the steward of 
Gjod; mtseffwiffed not soon anjry, notjiven to wine, 
no striker, not^iven to fifths (acre; Hut a (over of 
hospitafit^, a [over of^ood men, sober, Just, ho/^, 
temperate Tdo(din^ fast the faithfufwordas he hath 
been taught, that he may he ahfe by sound doctrine 
both to exhort and to convince the yainsayers." 
TitusiiJ~g 

From the above scripture, most bishops in our time do 
not match up to it at all. Their lives contradict it as they 
are greedy and covetous, as revealed in even their 
doctrine of greed. They are because, there is no 
element of sacrifice in their lives. They are always 
craving for more of this world's goods. Even before 
some will counsel their members, they have to charge 
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them a fee. Isaiah prophesied against those who did 
not want to live sacrificially, but always spread their 
tentacles by the spirit of greed and covetousness; 


tfie dojs an ^ned^, tfte^ can never fiave 
enough; and these are shepherds who can't 
understand they have aff turned to their own way, 
each one to hisyain, from every (quarter. Come you, 
[say they], 0 wiffyet wine, andwe wiff fidoursefves 
withstrony drinhj andtomorrow shad he as this day, 
[day]^reatheyondmeasure. "Osaiah^hiii-iZ 


In the face of all these happenings in the house of God, 
isn't there a cause for us to arise and 'whip' these 
'businessmen' turned preachers out from the 
congregation of God? These have made the word of 
God a money making tool (1 Timothy 6:5),rather than an 
instrument in instructing many in the way of 
righteousness as depicted in 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 


Primarily, the word of God is meant to help us live lives 
which conform to Christ in the midst of an evil 
generation. If our savior was able to live a spotless life 
in this world then it's also possible we can also live in it 
without spot and blameless. Remember He is coming 
for a church without spot (KJV); 
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"'But, according to ftis promise, we fook for new 
fieavens and a new earth, in which righteousness 
dweds. Therefore, hefoved, seeing that^ou foof for 
these things, he diligent to he foundin peace, without 
hfemishandhfamefessin hissi^hi "z Teter^ii^-l^ 

These days many are rather being deceived into 
believing, there is no way the true believer of Christ can 
live a holy life. The true believer contrary to this notion 
is commanded to live a pure life. The main reason why 
Christ came to this world was to tackle the problem of 
sin; 


"you fnow that he was reveafedto tafe away our sins, 
andinhimisnosin. "iOohn^y 

For this reason, it will be an insult to the grace of God to 
suggest that, the grace of God does not carry the power 
to deliver a man from his sins. The grace of God is still 
able to cause man to live blameless and spotless in this 
present dark world. 

The writer of first Peter made us to understand, there is 
the true grace of God. If this is true then it also stands to 
infer, there is a false grace. The latter is what is being 
preached by many (either actively or passively) 
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suggesting, a believer cannot be pure. Paul instructed 
that we keep ourselves in sanctification (1 
Thessalonians 4:3-4). 

The 'prosperity' preachers normally preach a false 
grace which is contrary to the true grace God taught us 
through the writings of Paul. Paul in his letter to the 
church in Rome made it clear to us, we cannot continue 
in sin for grace to abound. He rather taught, more grace 
is always made available for true believers when sin is 
also on the ascendancy; 


"Tfte (aw came in ioesides, tftat tfte trespass misfit 
afiomd; ^utwfteresin abounded,^race abounded 
more e^ceedin^f^-, datassin reignedin dead, even so 
jrace misfit reijn drou^fi ri^fiteousness to eternal 


fife tfirou^ft Oesus 
1^omans^!ZO~Z< 


Christ our Hord. " 


It is essentially in these dark moments that grace 
empowers us to live right with God and thus 
differentiates us from the people of the world as 
revealed in Philippians 2:13-16. 

Right from the writings of the prophets, God had made 
it abundantly clear that, thick darkness will cover the 
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earth but in the face of such gross darkness, we are to 
arise and shine in order for the glory of God to be 
revealed in us; 


"Arm, sfiine; foryour (iyfitis come, andtfieyfory of 
yafwef is risen onyou. ’T-or, fefofd, darfpess sfaff 
cover tfe earth, andyross darhpess the peoples; hut 
yahweh wiffarise onyou, and hisyfory shad he seen 
onyou. }4ationsshadcome toyour fiyht, andhjnys to 
the hriyhtness of your risiny." Osaiah 60 ;i~^ 


When Christ came into the scene to redeem man from 
sin, we were reminded of the prophecy in Isaiah 9:1-2 
which concerned those who were in darkness and the 
necessity for the light of God to shine upon them; 


"that it miyht he fuffidedwhich was spo fen throuyh 
Osaiah the prophet, sayiny. The fandofZehufun and 
the hand of tNaphtafi, toward the sea, heyond the 
Oordan, Cfafdee of the Qentifes, the people who sat in 
darfness saw a yreat liyht, to those who sat in the 
reyion and shadow of death, to them liyht has 
dawned. Trom that time, Oesus hey an to preach, and 
to say, "Impend Tor the 'Kinydom ofT-leaven is at 
{." Jdatthew4!<4~<j 


83 


AWAKE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS 


How can we still be in darkness after Christ has 
delivered us? Aren't we implying Christ failed in His bid 
to deliver mankind from sin? It however does not matter 
what our concepts or theology is. We were in darkness 
(true believers) and Christ came and brought us into 
His marvelous light (Colossians 1:13). 

The writer of first John makes us to recognize, God is 
light and in Him there is no darkness at all. Therefore if 
we claim we are the sons of light then we also ought to 
walk in the light; 

"Ofwesa^ that we ham feffowship with him andwafh. 
in the darhpess, we fie, anddon’tteffthe truth. "Eutif 
we wafh in the fi^ht, as he is in the fjht, we have 
feffowship with one another, and the hfood of 
Christ, his •Son, cleanses us from affsin. "<0ohn id-J 

No matter how darkness or evil surrounds us, Christ's 
command to us is, we should let our light shine in order 
for our father in heaven to be glorified. We are therefore 
without excuse when it comes to fulfilling the command 
of the living God to shine and reflect His image on this 
earth. God will not ask us to do something He thinks it is 
not in our power to do. If He has therefore commanded 
us to shine, then it stands to reason. He has made 
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tremendous power available for us. Why do we have to 
allow the enemy to deceive us into slumbering and 
thinking we are helpless and cannot overpower sin 
(thereby making us conform to the world)? 


According to the writings of Paul to the Roman church, 
he reminded us of what the grace of God is capable of 
doing. In the days of Elijah, God preserved over 7,000 
souls who did not bow themselves to Baal in the dark 
times of Jewish history; 


"Hof'd, {fiey haw hjffedprophets, the^ have 
hroh.&y> downpour aftars; and9 am (eft alone, and 
the^seehjn^ fife. "But how does Qodanswer him? "9 
have reservedfor m^seff seven thousand men, who 
have not howedthe hy\ee to Baaf 'Even so then at this 
present time also there is a remnant according to the 
election of^race. "BpmansH:^-^ 


What does this tell us? Is grace not capable of 
preserving us from pollution and contamination from 
the world? God forbid, but to the contrary it is able to 
preserve us blameless and spotless. 

So in times of darkness, when there is so much 
deception such that a lot of professing believers are 
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given 'spiritual lullabies' to put them to sleep and dream 
that God will overlook their sins, there should be the 
resounding call of Paul to us to awake to righteousness 
and not to sin. 

Paul taught there were certain sins which are not 
supposed to be mentioned among believers but these 
days they are rather reigning in the lives of so many 
professing believers as revealed in Ephesians 2:1-3 
and Ephesians 5:8-11. 

Do you think God will allow us into His kingdom if we 
continue in such sins and even more? Certainly not, for 
we are rather supposed to reprove such acts of 
lawlessness so that men will be delivered from sinful 
habits and consequently the lake of fire. 

There are believers who only appear pious before their 
leaders and fellow Christians. Such hypocrisy will never 
be entertained in the kingdom of God. The church in 
Philippi obeyed God in the presence of Paul but also 
did so even in his absence as already indicated 
previously. When you go further to study the Scriptures, 
you will realize we are supposed to shine forth as 
children of light by being blameless, harmless and 
without rebuke in these dark times. We are not being 
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encouraged to manage with the spiritual atmosphere 
and to entertain skeletons in our cupboards. We are 
simply supposed to shine as depicted in Matthew 
5:16.Therefore,is there not a cause for us children of 
God to arise and call the sleeping church to awake from 
slumber and to build the broken walls of Christianity as 
in the days of Nehemiah?; 

"Tfien answered0 them, andsaidto tftem, Tfie Qodof 
heaven, he wiff prosper us; therefore we his servants 
wiff arise and hudd hut you have no portion, nor 
riyht, normemoriaf, in Oerusafem." Nehemiah Z-20 

Surely the God of heaven will prosper us, in order for us 
to arise and rebuild the broken walls around our lives 
and the church at large. Thus, to fortify us against false 
grace which does not challenge us to awake to 
righteousness and purity. Child of God, do not be a 
dumb dog who cannot bark like some of the watchmen 
of Israel in Isaiah 56:10.Be not afraid because, God is 
able to establish you and to keep you from falling by the 
power of His grace; 

"'But the fiordis faithfuf, who wiff establish you, and 
yuardyoufrom theevifone."2 ’Thessafoniansy.^ 
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rom 


'“Now to ftim who is ahfe to them ft 
stumhfin^, an/ to present^oa fauftfess before the 
presence ofhis^fory in^reatjo^," 24 
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Let me make it clear by the grace of God that, no true 
child of God will feel comfortable to sit under the 
teachings of false prophets. If he finds himself in such 
an environment, in the process of time he will not feel 
comfortable and will flee from such enemies of the 
cross of Christ; 


"'Tfiese things 9 have written toyou comerniny those 
who woufdfeadyoa astray. As for you, theanointiny 
whichyoa received from him remains in you, andyou 
don't need for anyone to teach you. 'Eut as his 
anointiny teaches you concerniny aff thinys, and is 
true, andis no fie, andeven as it tauyhtyou,you wiff 
remain in him. Now, fittfe children, remain in him, 
that when he appears, we may have boldness, andnot 
he ashamed before him at his cominy. Of you fnow 
that he is riyhteous, you fnow that everyone who 
practices riyhteousness is horn of him. 
i0ohnZ:Z6~Z§ 
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The reason why some people continue to follow false 
prophets and teachers (as in enjoying their teachings) 
simply tells you, such people are under the judgment of 
the Lord already. We are made aware from the word of 
God that judgment is to begin in the house of God (1 
Peter 4:17).You notice from 1 Peter 4:17, the time has 
come. This was written some thousand years ago and 
is greatly being fulfilled even in our time. How does this 
judgment happen in the house of God? Paul already 
made us aware; 

“'T-or tfte time wiff".ome when tfte^ wiffnotfisten to tfte 

sounddoctrine, ftavim itching ears, wiffheap up 

for tftemsefves teachers after their own fusts-, andwiff 

turn awa^ tfteir ears from tfie truth, and(urn aside to 

fa^}[es. "zdimotfi^ 

In the first place such congregations get such teachers 
simply because those teachers are also in love with the 
things their congregants are in love with. In the days of 
Ezekiel, God made it clear to him, if the people of Israel 
came to enquire of the prophet about the word of God, 
He (God) will answer them Himself using the prophet as 
a tool; 
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"’T-or everyone of the ftovtse of Osraef, or of the 
siranyers wfto syovtrn in Osraef, who separates 
himsefffrom me, andtafes his idofs into his heart, 
and puts thestumhfiny hfocfofhis inyuity before his 
face, and^omes to the prophet to incjuire for himseffof 
me; 0 yahweh wiffanswer him hy myseff and9 wiff 
set my face ayainst that man, andwiffmafe him an 
astonishment, for a siyn and^ proverb, and9 wiff cut 
him off from the midst of my peopfe-, andyou shaff 
hnowthat9am 'tjahweh. 9f the prophet he deceived 
andspeaf a word, 9, yahweh, have deceived that 
prophet, and9 wiff stretch out my hand on him, and 
wiff destroy him from the midst of my peopfe 9sraef 
They shaff hear their inyrnty! the inyutty of the 
prophet shaffhe even as the inyuity of him who seeh^ 
[to him];" 'Ezehjef i4;J~iO 


We can understand from the scripture, God will deceive 
both the people as well as the prophet in order to have a 
basis to judge and punish the house of Israel. This 
scenario is not quite different from that of Micaiah the 
prophet. When King Ahab was bent on going to war not 
caring to know the mind of God concerning it, God had 
to deceive him through his (Ahab's) prophets as a form 
of judgment upon him; 
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" [J'Akam ft] said, ‘’Tfenfore fearyou tfe word of 
yafwef: 9 saw ^ahwef sittiny on fis tfrone, and 
a((tfe army offeaven standiny on fis riyft fand 
and on fis (eft. yafwef said, '9iJfo sfaff entice 
Afaf fjny of Osraef, tfat fe mayyo up and fa (fat 
^motf Qifead?' One spofe sayiny after tfis 
manner, and anotfer sayiny after tfat manner. 
Tfere came fortf a spirit, andstoodbefore yafwef, 
andsaid, '9 wiff entice fim .' yafwef said to fim, 
'Tdow'?' ye said, '9 wiffyo fortf, andwiff fe a fyiny 
spirit in tfe moutf ofafffispropfets.' Tdesaid, 'you 
sfaff entice fim, and sfaff(orevaifafso;yo fortl 
do so. 'Now tferefore, fefofd, yafwef fas put 
fyiny spirit in tfe moutf oftfeseyourpropfets; 
yafwef fas spoken evif concerniny yo 
Z CfronicfesiSiiS-ZZ 


From both scenarios (as in the case of Ezekiel and 
Micaiah), the message God wants us to take note of is, 
if we entertain idols in our hearts then there is no way 
we can know the genuine heart of God concerning any 
particular issue. Therefore, the professing believers of 
our time are greatly deceived simply because they 
have set up idols in their hearts which have 
subsequently led them to heap up for themselves 
teachers (who will speak to them according to those 
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idols they have set in their hearts). If anything comes on 
top of our priority list, then Jesus is not the love of our 
lives. 

If we always seek first the kingdom, then Christ will be 
the love of our lives. Frankly speaking if you so love 
someone and the person does not make you his first 
priority, you will be displeased with him. For some 
people, their work has become their idol. Though hard 
work is encouraged in the Bible, it should not take the 
place of Christ. As for others, it is their academics or 
television. If we can give all our time and effort to our 
work, secular books and television without paying 
attention to matters of the faith, then why do we claim to 
love Christ? Shouldn't we humble ourselves and repent 
if we are bound to these idols? The call to most people 
is this, return to your first love; 


""EutO ftam {fits ajmnsfyou, tfat^ou feft^oiAr first 
fove. E^memfter tfierefore from wftereyou fave 
faffen, andrepent anddo tfie first worf^; or efse 0 am 
coming to j/om swiftfj, and wiff move ^our famp 
stand out of its pface, unless you repent" 
1^vefation2j4~^ 
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To throw more light on this subject and as to the reason 
why judgment is beginning in the house of God, let us 
visit one scripture in Deuteronomy where God 
purposed, there was coming a day He will reveal the 
idols in people's hearts; 


or a 


m or a 


"of tftere arise in tfte midst of you a propfiet, 
dreamer of dreams, and fie yives you a siyi 
wonder, andtfe siyn or tfe wonder come to pass, of 
wfikf fe spofe to you, sayiny, Het usyo after other 
yods, which you have not fnown, and let us serve 
them;you shaffnot listen to the words of that prophet, 
or to that dreamer of dreams; for 'tiahwehyour Crod 
proves you, to know whether you fove 'ttahwehyour 

Giod with affmur heart and with affyour soul " 

"Deuteronomy 


We realise from above that, God is really revealing the 
true character of people. Many are not really going to 
the house of God these days because they want to 
know Christ, but for their own personal gains. Let us 
bear in mind, the kingdom Christ commanded us to 
seek first is not about what so many are charmed with 
these days, but is rather righteousness, peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit. In effect, it is the great love Christ had 
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for us which made Him to give us the command to the 
effect that, we ought to love God with our all; 


"you sfiaff fove tfie Lordijour Gjod witft aff ]jour 
fteart, andwitfi affyoursouf, and wit ft affyour mind, 
and witft aff your strenytf. Tfis is tfe first 
commandment" JdarfjZ -30 


When we love God with our all, there is no way Christ 
will play the second role in our lives. As a matter of fact 
we will not make idols in our hearts which will cause 
Him to permit false prophets and teachers to deceive 
us. Consequently, let us take note that, by putting 
Jesus first in our lives, we will not be among the 
congregation who heap up for themselves teachers 
who speak to them what they want to hear. 
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WORSHIP GOD 
ACCEPTABLY 


One of the reasons why most professing believers are 
not making any headway in their walk with the Lord is 
simply because they are not serving Him acceptably. It 
is not possible to be a true disciple of Jesus and not 
continue to advance in your spiritual journey with the 
Lord. By the authority of the following scripture, I see 
this to be true; 


tanner. 


"9 am the true vine, andleather is the fai 
tEvery branch in me that doesn't hear fruit, he tahes 
away. tEvery branch that hears fruit, he prunes, that 
it may hear more fruit 'tjou are already pruneddean 
because of the word which 9 have spofen to you. 
I^main in me, and 9 in you. As the branch cant 
hear fruit by itself unless it remains in the vine, so 
neither can you, unless you remain in me. 9 am the 
vine, 'tjou are the branches. Tie who remains in me, 
and9 in him, the same hears much fruit, for apart 
from meyou can do nothiny. 9fa man doesn 'tremain 
in me, he is thrown out as a branch, andis withered; 
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mdtfte^gather them, throw them into the fire, md 
then are hotmed 

Ofyou remain in me, andmy words remain in you, 
you wiffasfwhateveryou desire, andit wiff he done 
for you. On this is my ’T-athery fori fed, that you hear 
much fruit; and so you wiff he my discipfes. 'Even as 
the Eather has foved me, 0 afso have fovedyou. 
f^main in my fove. Of you feep my commandments, 
you wiff remain in my fove; even as 0 have fept my 
Eathers commandments, and remain in his fove." 
0ohni^!i~iO 


It has been made clear from the scripture above that, 
those who do not bear fruit are severed from the vine 
and those who bear fruit are pruned in order for them to 
continue bearing much fruit. He further went on to make 
us understand, it is by the bearing of much fruit which 
counts us among His true disciples. 

Most people are being deceived into believing, God 
accepts their sacrifices of service even though they are 
not right with Him. There is no way God will accept a 
person's sacrifice whereas the individual is not in right 
standing with Him. You are first of all accepted and then 
your sacrifice. A lot of professing believers try to 
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overlook certain important scriptures such as Psalm 
66 : 18 ; 

“OfOcfterisfiedm in heart, The LordwoiAfdnt 

ham fistened". 


From this scripture the Psalmist was bringing to our 
knowledge that, if we entertain sin in our lives then 
there is no way God is going to hear us. Even in the 
days of Amos, God instructed him to tell the people of 
Israel to take away their songs away from Him because 
of their sins; 


"9 hate, 9 despise^our feasts, and9 can 'tstand^our 
solemn assemhfies. yes, though ^ovt offer me your 
burnt offerinys andmeaf offerinys, 9 wiff not accept 
them; neither wiff9 reyard the peace offerinys of your 
fat animafs. Take away from me the noise of your 
sonysf 9 wiff not listen to the music of yo ur harfos. "But 


fetjustice roll on fife rivers, and riyhteousness lift 
nyhty stream." Amos^iZ '(~24 


Per the scripture above, it is possible most gatherings 
are a nuisance to God because they are not living 
upright lives. We may sing and dance round but God 
will not accept it no matter how we convince ourselves. 


99 




WORSHIP GOD ACCEPTABLY 


These days entertainment has rather taken the place of 
the joy of the Holy Spirit. Paul in his letter to the church 
in Rome gave us a hint as to how we could serve God 
acceptably: 

"therefore 9 urjeyou, [)rotfiers, ^ the mercies of 
Gjod, to present^our bodies a fivin^ sacrifce, hohj, 
acceptable to Gjod, wbicb is^our spiritmfservice." 
^RsmansiOji 

The starting point of serving God therefore is to present 
our bodies as a living sacrifice to Him in a holy state. It 
is not what we think constitute the acceptable ways of 
God which matters, but serving Him with a renewed 
mind just according to the above quoted scripture. God 
commanded the people of Israel in the days of Isaiah 
that, the wicked should forsake his ways and his 
thoughts; 

"(et tbe wicked forsake bis way, and tbe mri^bteous 

man bis tboa^bts; andfetbim return to ^abweb, and 
be wiff have merc^ on bim-, andto our Gjod, for be wiff 
abundantbjpardon. "Osaiab^^iJ 

When we become believers we are not supposed to 
serve God in the way that seems right unto us, for it 
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may not be approved in the sight of God (Proverbs 
14:12). 


"'But peo^fe didn't fisten to my voice. Osmef 
desired none of me. So 9 fet them yo after the 
stubbornness of their hearts, that they mtyht waffin 
their own counsefs." Bsafm SiiH-iZ 


God therefore expects us to possess the mind of Christ 
which brings about an automatic change of character, 
acceptable in the sight of God; 

"’T'or who has hpown the mind of the Lord, that he 
should instruct him?" But we have Christ's mind." 

/ Corinthians Z-d 


Many have continuously deceived themselves into 
believing, it is God who is working within them. They 
often quote the following scripture; 

"l-or it is Gfodwho worhs in you both to willand to 
work, forhisyood^feasure. "BhifippiansZiS 

For us to fully understand this scripture, let me ask if the 
way some professing believers really live their lives 
(which is not different from the people of the world) is 
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really according to the good pleasure of God? How can 
a child of light continue to fellowship with darkness and 
still claim to please God. On the contrary Paul meant, if 
God is working in you for His good pleasure, then you 
will work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 


Another reason why most professing believer's 
sacrifices are not acceptable before God is because of 
pride as revealed in 2 Chronicles 7:14-15. In this 
scripture, the Lord was calling the nation Israel to 
humility and repentance. A people become proud when 
they are worldly. According to the writer of James, 
anyone who falls in love with the world is proud in the 
sight of God; 


"you as^ and don't receive, because ^ou ask. with 
wron^ motives, so that^ou ma^ spend it for ^our 
pleasures, you adulterers andadulteresses, don'tyou 
know that friendship with the worldis enmity with 
Qod? 'Whoever therefore wants to he a friendof the 
world makes himself an enemy of Qod Or do you 
thinkthatthe Scripturesaysin vain, "The Spirit who 
lives in usyearnsjealously "7'But heyives moreyrace. 
Therefore it says, "Gjod resists the proud, hut yives 
yrace to the humhle. 'Be subject therefore to Qod 'But 
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mist tfie devif, andfie wiffffee from^oa. Umw near 
to Gjod, andfe wiffdraw near to^oa. Cfeanse^oar 
fiands, j/ow sinners-, and puri^ your fiearts, you 
douffe-mindedLament, mourn, andweep. Letyour 
fauyfter fe turned to mourniny, and your Joy to 
yfoom. Tfumffeyoursefves in tfe siyft oftfe Lord, 
and fe wiffe^aftyou. "Oomes^^^-iO 

This accounts for the stagnated growth of so many 
professing believers. By the time all our prayers are full 
of the quest for earthly possessions, are we not minding 
earthly things (thereby making ourselves enemies of 
God)? How on earth can an enemy of God advance in 
Him? This is why so many do not have a fruitful walk 
with the Lord [for friendship with the world is enmity with 
God (Philippians 3:18-19)]. 

Let us therefore remember we were created for the 
pleasure of God. God created us in order to derive 
satisfaction first of all from our lives as we serve 
Him acceptably in His way. This is possible by 
presenting our bodies to Him as living sacrifices in 
holiness and hating this present world and its systems. 
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ARE YOU BEING ACCEPTED 
BY THE WORLD? 


A question running through my mind and which I wish 
you would ponder over is - “does light resemble 
darkness in any way?” If one claims to be a child of God 
and still fellowships with darkness then how can he 
claim to be a disciple of Christ? The writer of first Peter 
makes us to understand, we are a peculiar people; 


"’Button are a chosen race, a ro^afpriesthood, a hof^ 
nation, a people for Gjods own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellence of him who calledyou out 
ofdarfness into his marvelous liyht;" / Beter 2jg 


How then can we be said to be peculiar when in actual 
fact our lives cannot be differentiated from the world in 
word and in deed. Jesus told His disciples, so far as 
men hated Him they will also be hated by the world; 


"ofthe world^atesyou,you hnow that it has hatedme 
heforeithatedyou. "Oohni^iiS 








ARE YOU BEING ACCEPTED BY THE WORLD? 


If this was the clear teachings of Jesus Christ to His 
disciples, then why are so many of us being accepted 
by the people of the world? Even unbelievers are so 
much pleased with the messages of some preachers of 
our days. No wonder Ignatius, in his Letter to the 
Romans 3.3; ca. A.D. 110, had a clear understanding of 
the above scripture as revealed in his statement; 
“Christianity is not a matter of persuasive words. It is a 
matter of true greatness as long as it is hated by the 
world”. According to the word of God the preaching of 
the cross is an offense to those who believe not; 

"And9, [)retfiren, if 9^etpreacft circumcision, 
do 9suffer persecution? then is the offence of the 
cross ceased." Qafafians^;H %9y 

Therefore if our messages do not offend the world, then 
it means we are not actually preaching the cross of 
Christ. It is however important for us to know, the cross 
is the centrality of our Christian faith as it stands for our 
redemption from sin and the glorification of God; 


"l-or ike word of tke cross is foofiskness to tkose wko 
are d^in^, kut to us wko are savedit is tke power of 
Qod." / Corintkians l:iS check also 
Cofossians 
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Though the preaching of the cross may sound foolish to 
the people of the world, to us it is the power of God unto 
salvation. No wonder hell will always wage war against 
those who preach the cross to place a demand on men 
to be crucified to the world and its affections. This 
means, the cross will liberate souls from being slaves to 
Satan the whole of their lives. The reason Satan has 
deceived many preachers not to preach the cross is 
because he made a very big mistake by crucifying 
Jesus on the cross; 

“HJfikfi none of the ntfers of this worldhas hy\own. 

1-or hadthe^ fnown it, the^ wouldn't have crucified 

thedordof^lory. "l Corinthians zS 

From this scripture we realize, if Satan had known the 
value of Christ's death on the cross then he wouldn't 
have crucified Him. If therefore he made such a big 
mistake then why now permit men to preach the cross 
which is the power of God unto salvation to everyone 
who believes? He has now succeeded in blinding so 
many to the extent, they cannot see the cross not to 
even talk of preaching it. He (Satan) can however 
permit them to preach about it. The difference is, those 
who preach the cross live it whereas those who preach 
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about the cross only talk about it. The formers sword 
always 'touches blood' and that of the latter is just a 
weapon to be admired and kept as a spiritual 
monument in the museum of a dead congregation. Paul 
knew the danger in associating with the world and thus 
made this profound statement in scripture; 

"'But far he it from me to hoast, e^ce^tin the cross of 
our LordOesus Christ, through which the worldhas 
been crucified to me, and 9 to the world" 

tjalatians 6;-(4 

It is only by the virtue of Christ's crucifixion on the cross 
that we can be crucified to the world and the world to us 
(we will be in the world but have nothing to do with the 
unfruitful works of darkness). According to Paul, we as 
children of light are therefore supposed to expose the 
deeds of darkness but not to be partakers of it; 

"7-fave no fellowship with the unfruitful worh^ of 
darfness, hut rather even reprove them." 
Lphesians^iH 

Most professing believers join the world most at times 
to even ridicule the cross through sharing of'dirty'jokes 
and taking delight in certain worldly amusements. The 
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modern preachers are the worst culprits when it comes 
to going to bed with the world. How can they preach 
against the world when they themselves have been 
overcome by the world? Our faith instead, is to 
overcome the world and not to claim it; 


“'T-or whatever is horn of Gjodovercomes the world. 
"This is the victory that has overcome the world your 
faith. "iOohn^;I{ 


"'t^ou are ofQod, little children, andhave overcome 
them; becauseyreater is he who is in you than he who 
is in the world. They are of the world. Therefore they 
speafofthe world, and'ihe world^ears them. 'We are 
ofGfod. 'He who hy\ows Qodlistens to us. 'He who is not 
of Gjoddoesn't listen to us. 'Ey this we fnow the spirit 
of truth, andthespirit of error. "-(t)ohn4!4~l 


Since these preachers have fallen in love with the world 
and always want to move according to the patterns of 
this world, they always have regard for men because of 
advantage; 


"These are murmurers and complainers, walhjny 
after their lusts land their mouth speah^ proud 
thinys], showiny respect of persons to yain 
advantaye. "Ouded 
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Why is it that in the face of the spiritual bankruptcy of 
our generation they are never moved to cry for the 
dying souls of men and to warn their congregation of 
false prophets? Is it because they themselves are of 
the number? This tells us, they don't have love for the 
souls of men but they serve their belly as Philippians 
3:19 attests. 

If not why can't they sacrifice for their congregants? 
Professing believers rather call them fathers, whiles in 
actual fact they do not much up to it. If you contest what 
I am saying then check out the following scripture for 
yourself; 


"'Eeftofd, tks is tfte thirdtime 9 am read^ to come to 
you, and9 wiffnot he a harden to you; for 9 seefnot 
your possessions, hut you. 1-or the children ouyht not 
to save up for the parents, hut the parents for the 
children. 9 will mostyladly spend and he spent for 
your souls. 9f9 loveyou more abundantly, am 9 loved 
the less? 'But he it so, 9 didnot myself burden you. 
But, heiny crafty, 9 cauyhtyou with deception. 19id9 
tafe advantaye of you by anyone of them whom 9 
have sent to you? 9 exhorted Titus, and 9 sent the 
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[)rotf>er with him. Uid'Titus tah^ advantage of 
you? 'Didn't we waff in the same spirit? Didn't we 
waffin the same steps?" Z Corinthians fZ-i4~-fS 

Paul taught, true fathers rather sacrifice for their 
children but do not make gain out of them. True fathers 
act as watchmen to guard the souls God has entrusted 
into their care. For this reason Paul used to weep 
whiles writing to the church of Corinth and when 
preaching just because he loved the souls of men for 
who they were and not for what they gave him; 

"Therefore watch, rememheriny that for a period of 
three years 0 didn 't cease to admonish everyone niyht 
andday with tears. Now, brothers, 9 entrustyou to 
Qod, and to the word of his yrace, which is ah(e to 
huifd up, and toyive you the inheritance amony ad 
those who are sanctifed. 9 covetedno one'ssifver, or 
yofdorcfothiny."Acts 

Why do you think such a godly man will be weeping? Is 
it not because of what he feared wolves would do to the 
souls who were being won? Let no one deceive you 
that when you come to church that is all. You need to 
work out your salvation with fear and trembling. If a man 
knows how dreadful and horrible hell is, he will warn 
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others with passion and weep for them lest they are 
damned. Christ came to plug men from the jaws of hell. 
Why then sit and watch unconcerned while men are 
burdened with so many sins? 

It was not only Paul who wept for the souls of men but 
even Jeremiah in his days. Jeremiah continued to warn 
Israel and to deliver the message of God to them but 
they would not listen to him. Knowing the judgment 
which comes along with disobedience, Jeremiah used 
to weep bitterly for the children of Israel; 

e^e rms down witfi streams of water, for the 

eo^fe. 

pours down, and doesn't cease, without any 
intermission," Ilamentation^!4S~4g 

Look carefully at his choice of words, do they seem like 
an exaggeration to you (though is in the figurative 
sense)? These men only loved the people of God and 
did not want them to be destroyed and this generated 
tears of plea for them to live in obedience to God. Paul 
did not only weep, but also travailed in order for Christ 
to be formed in the lives of those who listened to Him; 


My eye 


destruction of the dauyhter of my p 
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fittfe children, of whom 9 am ajain in travail 
untilChrist is formedin^ou "Qalatians^!^^ 

To the contrary, the reason so many preachers only 
seek to please men is because of advantage as we 
have earlier learned and not because they are servants 
of Christ. According to the meaning of servanthood, 
anything you yield yourself to obey is your master. If 
you preach to suit what men want to hear, that means 
you are not a servant of God. However, when you seek 
to please God you will lay down your life (deny yourself) 
for others as an act of service to God. In effect service 
to God becomes a service to man and not the other way 
round. Paul made it clear if he sought to please men, 
then he was not a servant of God; 


''l-or am 9 now seefinj the favor of men, or of Qod? 
Or am 9 striving to please men? 9-or if 9 were still 
pleasing men, 9 wouldn't he a servant of Christ" 
CfalatiansiiiO 


When we preach the cross it will attract persecution 
even from people who claim to serve God but in truth do 
not even know what they are talking about. Christ told 
His disciples, a time was coming when those who 
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persecute or even kill them will think they are doing God 
a service as depicted in John 16:1-2.The truth is, they 
will do it because they don't know the father. If anyone 
does not know the father then it means he is not a child 
of God (1 John 2:13).If they do not know the father, it is 
simply because they did not accept the son or embrace 
the message of the cross; 

"'Buta ffthese things wiff ihe^ 

sahe, because fhe^ don't know him who sent me." 

Oohinif.Zi 

So you can see why even some professing believers 
will be mad at some of us for speaking the truth? The 
reason is, in the first place they have not embraced the 
cross. Jesus told His disciples He was going to send 
them the Holy Spirit who is the Spirit of truth. He 
however added that the world cannot receive the Spirit 
of truth; 


do to mu for mu name's 


"the Spirit of truth, whom the worldcant receive; for 
it doesn't see him, neither hnows him. 'tjou hpow him, 
for he hives with^ou, andwiffhe inyou. "Oohn 
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The reason why the world cannot receive the Spirit of 
truth is because the world's systems are based on lies 
but lies and truth are enemies just like light and 
darkness. How then can you be truthful and the world 
will still accept you? If the world accepts you then it is 
either you are not a child of light or you have 
compromised with your Christian stands. Thus why the 
writer of first John tells us, we should not be surprised 
when the world hates us (if we are walking in truth); 

"Uon'tsurprised, my hroders, iftfie worldfiates 
you. 

This I believe he learned from Christ when He told them 
they should not be offended when they are being hated 
for His sake (John 16:1).Upon reading Eberhard 
Arnold's book, The Early Christians in their own words, I 
came across the convictions of a believer in Letter to 
Diognetus 5, 6 (end of second century) and I believe it 
will be helpful in throwing more light on the subject 
matter in this chapter. The writer goes like this 
“Christians cannot be distinguished from the rest of 
humankind by country, speech, or customs. They do 
not live in cities of their own; they do not speak a special 
language; they do not follow a peculiar manner of life. 
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Their teaching was not invented by the ingenuity or 
speculation of men, nor do they advocate mere book 
learning, as other groups do. They live in Greek cities 
and they live in non-Greek cities according to the lot of 
each one. They conform to the customs of their country 
in dress, food, and the general mode of life, and yet 
they show a remarkable, an admittedly extraordinary 
structure of their own life together. They live in their own 
countries, but only as guests and aliens. They take part 
in everything as citizens and endure everything as 
aliens. Every foreign country is their homeland, and 
every homeland is a foreign country to them. They 
marry like everyone else. They beget children, but they 
do not expose them after they are born. They have a 
common table, but no common bed. They are in the 
flesh, but they do not live according to the flesh. They 
live on earth, but their citizenship is in heaven. They 
obey the established laws, but through their way of life 
they surpass these laws. They love all people and are 
persecuted by all. Nobody knows them, and yet they 
are condemned. They are put to death, and just 
through this they are brought to life. They are as poor 
as beggars, and yet they make many rich. They lack 
everything, and yet they have everything in abundance. 
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They are dishonored, and yet have their glory in this 
very dishonor. They are insulted, and just in this they 
are vindicated. They are abused, and yet they bless. 
They are assaulted, and yet it is they who show 
respect. Doing good, they are sentenced like evildoers. 
When punished with death, they rejoice in the certainty 
of being awakened to life. Jews attack them as people 
of another race, and Greeks persecute them, yet those 
who hate them cannot give any reason to justify their 
hostility. In a word: what the soul is in the body, the 
Christians are in the world. As the soul is present in all 
the members of the body, so Christians are present in 
all the cities of the world. As the soul lives in the body, 
yet does not have its origin in the body, so the 
Christians live in the world yet are not of the world. 
Invisible, the soul is enclosed by the visible body: in the 
same way the Christians are known to be in the world, 
but their religion remains invisible. Even though the 
flesh suffers no wrong from the soul, it hates the soul 
and fights against it because it is hindered by the soul 
from following its lusts; so too the world, though 
suffering no wrong from the Christians, hates them 
because they oppose its lusts. The soul loves the flesh, 
but the flesh hates the soul; as the soul loves the 
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members of the body, so the Christians love those who 
hate them. The soul is enclosed in the body, yet it holds 
the body together; the Christians are kept prisoners in 
the world, as it were, yet they are the very ones who 
hold the world together. Immortal, the soul lives in a 
mortal house; so too the Christians live in a corruptible 
existence as strangers and look forward to incorruptible 
life in heaven. When the body is poorly provided with 
food and drink, the soul gains strength. In the same way 
the number of Christians increases day by day when 
they are punished with death. Such is the important 
task God has entrusted to the Christians and they must 
not shirk it”. 

Let us therefore bear in mind, if we are light then we 
have nothing to do with darkness. There is no way 
darkness can mix with light (as in being separate, but 
not in isolation - Warren. W. Wiersbe). Thus, they are 
two separate entities. In the final analysis light reigns so 
let us be encouraged, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation we can shine forth as light to the 
glory of God. Amen. 
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Please note that... 

The first Adam disobeyed God and because of his 
disobedience sin entered the human race, resulting in 
the spiritual death and separation of man from God; 
“Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one 
man, and death through sin; and so death passed to all 
men, because all sinned...So then as through one 
trespass, all men were condemned; even so through 
one act of righteousness, all men were justified to life.” 
Romans 5:12-13,18. 

The last Adam (Jesus Christ) obeyed God in order to 
take away sin from the human race; “But God 
commends His own love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8. 

Your part of the arrangement is to receive the grace or 
free gift of God's salvation by faith (Romans 4:16-17). 

You must understand, faith without works is dead, so 
God expects you to obey as you receive this free but 
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costly gift of salvation with your free will; “But as many 
as received him, to them he gave the right to become 
God's children, to those who believe in his name: who 
were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, butof God.” John 1:12-13. 


The most important decision you have to make now is 
to be born again (John 3:1-8). Being born again is to 
repent of your sins and to submit yourself to be 
baptized by immersion (and not by sprinkling) as well 
as receive the Holy Spirit; “Peter said to them, "Repent, 
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38. 

The grace of God is not a license for you to sin, but 
rather to receive strength to live in obedience to God's 
word (Titus 2:11-14). 


You therefore have to (as a matter of necessity), live a 
holy life and walk as Christ did, and not to live in 
hypocrisy; 


"T-lmemr (jod's firm foundation stands, ftavina tfiis 
seal, '"Tke Hordfnows tftose who are T-tis, and, "Het 
everyone who names the name of the Lord depart 
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from mri^ftteousness. "z Timotfy^ Z-i^. 

'"Everyone who has (his hope set on T-tim purifes 
himsehf even as T-(eispure. "iOohn^:^. 

If you walk in the light of the above scriptures and make 
2 Peter 1:2-10 your guiding principle, you will never live 
a defeated Christian life, thereby ensuring you are 
found in Christ even at His glorious appearing. 

I however caution that you beware of people who 
preach Another Gospel, Another Jesus and Another 
Spirit as in line with 2 Corinthians 11:1-4. 
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For more information about us, please contact us via the 
following address: 

Revealed Oracles of God 
P. O. Box WY 423, Kwabenya 
Accra, Ghana-West Africa. 

+233 242 118 395 / +233 233 118 400 / +233 233 118 410 
revealedoracles@vahoo.com 
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